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AFTER PARIS AND COPENHAGEN: 
RESPONDING TO THE RISING TIDE 
OF ANTI-SEMITISM 


TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 2015 

House of Representatives, 

Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, 

Global Human Rights, and International Organizations, 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

Washington, DC. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:43 p.m., in room 
2175 Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Christopher H. Smith 
(chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Mr. Smith. The subcommittee will come to order. Good afternoon 
and welcome to everyone joining us today. I particularly want to 
welcome our witnesses and Ambassador Ronald Lauder, the presi- 
dent of the World Jewish Congress; Mr. Roger Cukierman, presi- 
dent of the Representative Council of Jewish Institutions of France; 
and Mr. Dan Asmussen, chairperson of the Danish Jewish Commu- 
nity. 

In 1982, during my first term in Congress, I traveled with the 
National Conference on Soviet Jewry to Moscow and Leningrad, 
now St. Petersburg, to meet with Jewish refusniks in their homes 
and to engage Soviet leaders. Mark Levin invited me to be on that 
trip and has been a friend and a mentor ever since. For hours on 
end, Mark and I and a delegation that included former Democrat 
member of this committee, who was a ranking member, Sam 
Gejdenson, heard stories of the Soviets’ physical and mental abuse, 
systemic harassment, gulags and psychiatric prisons, and an array 
of similarly wanton and brutal acts of anti-Semitism. 

To apply for an exit visa, a universally recognized human right, 
which on paper, at least, the Soviet Union had acceded to, was to 
invite the cruelty and the wrath of the KGB and other small mind- 
ed, morally stunted thugs. To courageously seek freedom rendered 
you ineligible for employment in Lenin’s farcical workers’ paradise. 
The Soviet system, militantly atheistic and morally incoherent, 
wouldn’t let Jews leave, but didn’t want Jews to stay either, a bi- 
zarre paradox. 

To a brand new, 27-year-old Congressman, it was bewildering 
and deeply troubling. Why do they hate Jews? And I pondered that 
question over and over again and why the anti-Semitic obsession? 
Well, sadly, it has not changed and it is getting worse. 

( 1 ) 
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This is the ninth hearing I have chaired on combating anti-Semi- 
tism. The first was right after the Republicans took control. We put 
together a hearing called “The Rising Tide of Anti-Semitism.” And 
even though the Soviet Union had matriculated to Russia, we 
heard how anti-Semitism had become privatized and the govern- 
ment was doing little or nothing to mitigate its occurrence. We also 
heard that it was rising everywhere as well. 

However, never in modern times has the need to defend Jews ev- 
erywhere been greater. Our next hearings will be on the explosion 
of anti-Semitic hate on college campuses and Jewish community se- 
curity which increasingly has to be addressed and real dollars put 
in place to lessen that threat as well. 

For the first time since the Holocaust, the physical security of 
Jewish communities in Europe have become a top level concern. 
Our hearing today will examine the horrifying state of affairs fac- 
ing Jewish communities in Europe at this time. 

At a congressional hearing that I had in 2002, Dr. Shimon Sam- 
uels of the Wiesenthal Center in Paris testified and I quote him, 
“The Holocaust for 30 years after the war acted as a protective tef- 
lon against blatant anti-Semitic expression, especially in Europe. 
That teflon,” he said, “has eroded and what was considered dis- 
tasteful and politically incorrect is becoming simply an opinion. But 
cocktail chatter,” he went on to say, “at fine English dinners can 
end as Molotov cocktails against synagogues.” 

That is exactly where we are now, 13 years later. What was anti- 
Semitic cocktail chatter then, has now led to two people shot and 
killed at a synagogue and a Jewish cultural center in Copenhagen 
and four killed in a terrorist attack on a kosher supermarket in 
Paris. These are only the most recent outrages in a terrifying in- 
crease of extreme anti-Semitic violence. Let us not forget the May 
2014 murder of four people at the Jewish Museum in Brussels and 
the March 2012 murder of three Jewish children and a rabbi at a 
Jewish school in the French city of Toulouse. 

Each of these four attacks was perpetrated by a killer who has 
links to a jihadist movement. For far too long, far too many govern- 
ment officials, many of them mired in what Natan Sharansky sum- 
marized as “the application of double standards and the demoniza- 
tion of Israel” have reacted weakly to this danger. Meanwhile, the 
threat has grown exponentially. 

Today, at least 3,000, perhaps more than 5,000 EU citizens have 
left to join ISIS in Syria, Iraq, and other conflict zones. This is the 
recent estimates of Europol, the EU’s joint criminal intelligence 
body. It would be criminally irresponsible not to take this number 
as a warning of events much worse to come and to make every ef- 
fort to prepare accordingly. And of course, that also applies to those 
who have gone to those battlefields from the United States. 

In 2002, in response to what appeared to be a sudden frightening 
spike in anti-Semitism in several countries including the U.S., I 
first proposed the idea of conferences on combating anti-Semitism 
under the auspices of the Organization for Security and Co-oper- 
ation in Europe. Convinced we had an escalating crisis on our 
hands, I teamed with several OSCE partners, including Germany 
and members of the Bundestag, to push for action and reform. 
Many of the people in the NGOs present in this room played lead- 
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ing and pivotal roles in that effort. Those efforts directly led to the 
creation of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office’s Personal Representa- 
tive on Combating Anti-Semitism, which has been filled with great 
distinction by Rabbi Andy Baker since 2009. 

Rabbi Baker has done outstanding work, dogged and energetic. 
He has been the driver behind everything the OSCE has done, has 
accomplished in fighting anti-Semitism in recent years. 

My efforts with partners to put anti-Semitism on the OSCE 
agenda also led to important conferences in Vienna, Berlin, in Bu- 
charest, and last fall in Berlin. In each of these, participating 
states have made solemn, tangible commitments to put our words 
into action. In some countries progress indeed has been made. In- 
stitutions that fight anti-Semitism have been created and they 
have done excellent work. They have also done the all-important 
work of chronicling it. As Sharansky said at one of our hearings, 
“If you don’t chronicle the crime, how can you fight it?” But it has 
not been enough to reverse the new anti-Semitism sweeping Eu- 
rope and it has failed miserably to anticipate and prevent the ar- 
rival of jihadist anti-Semitism in Europe. That is why we are here 
today, to review, recommit, and reenergize efforts to stop the evil 
of anti-Semitic violence that is threatening the Jewish communities 
of Europe. And again, this is worldwide, but our focus primarily is 
on Europe today. 

We need to learn more about what must be done to ensure com- 
munity security, how the community sees the threats they face, 
what they are doing about them, what the European governments 
are doing about them and how everyone can and must do more. 

We can also learn how the U.S. should do more and be more ef- 
fective in this fight. And this is especially in light of World Jewish 
Congress President Lauder’s all-important question, who will lead 
off our witnesses, when he says in testimony today, “Where is the 
United States?” Ambassador Lauder will say, “Once again, like the 
1930s, European Jews live in fear. In my travels to all of these 
communities,” he goes on, “I am asked the question around Europe 
and the world. Where is the United States? Why isn’t the United 
States leading the world in this crisis?” 

I would like to now yield to my good friend and colleague, Mr. 
Mark Meadows, for any comments he might have. 

Mr. Meadows. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank each of you 
for being here and also thank you to the 60 or so of you who are 
here from the World Jewish Congress. I noticed that you were here 
because you were arguing with each other on which way to get to 
the hearing room and it is a pleasure to have you here. 

Sadly, this is an all too familiar theme and what we have heard 
and I will speak from the heart today because for this particular 
issue, it is a passion for me. It is one that we must continue to not 
only voice and articulate, but do it in a way that is persuasive 
where we can bring the rest of the world to an understanding of 
what happens each and every day. And I say each and every day 
because there are over 550 violent anti-Semitic crimes that are per- 
petrated every year. And so when we look at that and I am not just 
talking about slights, I am talking about violent incidents, so al- 
most two a day, fiiat are being experienced across the country and 
across the world. 
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And when we look at that, to put it in context, we have not seen 
this level since the days of World War II. And when we look at 
that, it is troubling when we can see that kind of rhetoric, hostility, 
and truly a hatred that continues to come out and honestly be jus- 
tified because of some action that is happening somewhere else. To 
think that this would be an action that could somehow be justified 
because of a political, geopolitical thing that is happening through- 
out the world is inexcusable. 

But I also think that it is critical for us to continue to raise the 
awareness. There is a generation that is coming up that do not 
know from history other than reading in textbooks what happened 
during World War II. It is not personal. The Holocaust survivors 
are truly disappearing at an alarming rate just because of age and 
yet, we are not doing a good job of truly educating and informing 
the generation to come. 

And so my plea to each one of you is as Chairman Smith raises 
this issue in this hearing and the witness testimony hopefully will 
highlight it today, is that I need you to redouble your effort in your 
communities, in your synagogues, in the places where you do busi- 
ness, to make sure that this message continues to get told to the 
generations that are coming. 

I will close with this. It is a personal story of my wife and I on 
the banks of a river in Budapest and there on the banks are some 
shoes, some bronze shoes. They are a reminder of a terrible, ter- 
rible thing that happened long ago. And yet, if we do not stand 
firm today, that same tragedy could happen again, and in ways is 
happening again today. And so I look forward to the testimony and 
I join the chairman in an unyielding resolve to make sure that we 
address this particular issue. And I thank the chairman. 

Mr. Smith. Mr. Meadows, thank you very much for your opening 
comments and thank you for your leadership. I would note for the 
record that Mr. Meadows is not only one of the leaders on religious 
freedom in general, believing that we all need to protect the rights 
of people of faith to act and believe and follow their conscience, but 
he has been especially tenacious on the issue of combating anti- 
Semitism and I want to thank him for that. 

I would like to recognize our distinguished witnesses beginning 
first with Ambassador Ronald Lauder, who has served as President 
of the World Jewish Congress since June 2007 and has championed 
the safety and security of the State of Israel in the public arena 
for many years. From 1983 to 1986, he served as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for European and NATO Affairs. And in 1986, 
he was appointed by President Ronald Reagan as Ambassador to 
Austria. He is the former chairman of the Conference of Presidents 
of Major American-Jewish Organizations and has made the fight 
against anti-Semitism a life-long endeavor. He is a man who has 
truly made a difference. 

We will then hear from Mr. Roger Cukierman who was elected 
as President of the Representative Council of Jewish Institutions of 
France in 2001. He was reelected in 2004 and again in 2013. He 
is Vice President of the World Jewish Congress and serves as 
Treasurer of the Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah. He is 
active in many of the social and educational institutions of the Jew- 
ish community and has made the fight against anti-Semitism his 
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main priority, demanding French Government action to fight hate 
crimes, defending the safety and security of Jewish schools, houses 
of worship, and urging solidarity with victims of terror. 

We will then hear from Mr. Dan Rosenberg Asmussen who was 
elected as the chairperson of the Danish Jewish Community Center 
in 2014. In his professional career, he is the Deputy Director of the 
Association of Danish Pharmacies. He played an important role in 
the immediate aftermath of the attack at the Copenhagen syna- 
gogue last month by managing the crisis unit and liaisoning with 
local law enforcement authorities as well as political leaders. 

So Ambassador Lauder, if you could begin your statement. 

STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE RONALD S. LAUDER, 
PRESIDENT, WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

Ambassador Lauder. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. But 
before I start, Mr. Meadows mentioned the shoes along the Dan- 
ube. What had happened in the closing days of World War II, as 
the Russians were surrounding Budapest and they cut off the rail 
lines, they still wanted to kill more Jewish people. They took some- 
thing like 5,000 Jewish people, had them undress, put 10 and 20 
together, roped together with wire and pushed them into the Dan- 
ube and let them drown together, just as a last ditch effort to kill 
people. It was the Arrow Cross that did most of it and interestingly 
enough the Arrow Cross has been re-erected in Budapest and it is 
now an organization there with a terrible history. Thank you. 

I would like to thank you personally, Mr. Chairman, for your 
support of every religion, race, gender, and age who live in this 
great country. 

The particular topic today at this particular moment in history 
after Paris and Copenhagen, responding to the rising tide of anti- 
Semitism, is sadly all too timely. It is reminiscent of an even dark- 
er age that we thought was behind us. With your permission, I 
would like to submit a statement. 

Exactly 70 years ago, as American GIs advanced into Nazi Ger- 
many in the last days of the most devastating war in history, the 
world had a glimpse of the horror of unbridled anti-Semitism. The 
images of the concentration camps that were liberated throughout 
Europe in the spring of 1945 still cause a universal shudder to this 
day. Eor the first few decades after World War II, we mistakenly, 
all of us, believed that anti-Semitism, the age-old hatred of Jews, 
had finally disappeared from Europe and everywhere else. That is 
because in the 1950s and 1960s, no one in their right minds want- 
ed to be associated with Nazis. It is because we all saw where this 
kind of hatred leads. And, perhaps, people who still harbored these 
beliefs were too embarrassed to express them openly. 

I now tell you with the greatest sadness that 70 years later, the 
age-old virus of anti-Semitism has returned in all its evil and ugli- 
ness. Anti-Semitism has returned to streets of Paris and Toulouse, 
to the streets Brussels and Copenhagen. It has even returned to 
Berlin. 

You will hear the personal accounts from my friend, Roger 
Cukierman, the head of the Jewish community in Paris, but listen 
to these frightening facts. 
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Jews make up less than 1 percent of the population of France, 
but they were victims of more than half of all the racial attacks in 
that country last year. The number of anti-Jewish attacks in 
France in 2014 doubled from the year before. In Great Britain, the 
number of anti-Semitic attacks also doubled from the year before. 
In Austria, again we saw the amount of anti-Semitic attacks dou- 
bling. In fact, the EU report from 9 nations showed that 16 months 
ago, long before the latest wave of terror, Jews in these countries 
were already concerned about growing anti-Semitism. You don’t 
have to be a mathematician to see an obvious trend here. 

There is a hatred growing throughout Europe that is causing 
Jews to wonder if they should leave. They are asking if there is a 
future for Jews on that continent. 

Last fall, I sat with representatives of the Jewish community in 
Rome and they told me that although they may stay, their children 
and definitely their grandchildren will leave. They told me that the 
Jewish community in Rome, that has existed since the time of 
Christ and survived Hitler, would disappear within 25 years. How 
could this happen in 2015? 

The answer is that a strange confluence of hatred has taken hold 
across Europe today that comes from many different corners. There 
are huge populations of Muslim immigrants throughout Europe. 
Most are peaceful, but far too many of them have adopted radical 
Islam. There are thousands of young European Muslims that have 
left to fight with Islamic radicals in Iraq and Syria, and there is 
a real fear that they could return, bringing the bloodshed with 
them. Some have already returned and we have seen the con- 
sequences. 

At the same time, we have seen the rise of smaller right wing 
Neo-Nazi extremist groups that have become political forces in 
Hungary and Greece and have been seen on the streets in Ger- 
many and France. And there is a third force that may appear more 
benign, but it adds fuel to this fire. I am talking about an educated, 
elitist class, from universities to the media, that has a pathological 
hatred of Israel. They would never consider themselves anti-Se- 
mitic, but they are quite open in their opinion that only Israel is 
the source of all of the problems in the Middle East. This is intel- 
lectually dishonest and devoid of reality. But too many people have 
accepted their lies as the truth. 

And then there is technology. Seventy years ago, Josef Goebbels 
used newspapers, film, and marches to infuse hatred of Jews into 
mainstream society. Today, the power of the Internet sends out a 
constant stream of anti-Semitic ideas at hyperspeed and there are 
not enough people speaking up to counter these lies. 

Do you want to know what it is like to be openly Jewish in Eu- 
rope today? Just go to YouTube and watch what happens when a 
young man simply walks down a European street wearing a 
yarmulke. He is insulted, shoved, spat on, and as we saw in 
France, Jews who are openly Jewish can also be killed. 

Once again, like the 1930s, many European Jews live in fear. 

Members of the committee, in my travels to all of the commu- 
nities, I am asked the same question around Europe and the world, 
I have been asked where is the United States? Why isn’t the 
United States leading the world in that crisis? Right after the at- 
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tacks on Charlie Hebdo and the kosher grocery store in Paris, over 
1 million people marched in defiance of those murders. Many of the 
leaders of Europe linked arms in solidarity in the very front row. 
But there was not one U.S. representative with them in the front 
row. 

I believe this sent a very negative message around the world. Eu- 
ropean leaders have stepped up and strongly condemned these at- 
tacks on Jews and the rise of anti-Semitism. The United States 
must do the same. The United States must lead. When a Neo-Nazi 
party like Jobbik in Hungary or Golden Dawn in Greece wins sub- 
stantial votes in elections, the United States must condemn in the 
strongest possible terms these anti-Semitic parties. My fear is that 
muted condemnations or worse, silence, could lead to what we saw 
in Europe 70 years ago. and that led to deaths of 60 million people 
and the destruction of a continent. 

We must insist that European nations better share intelligence 
on anti-Semitic Islamic hate preachers. All countries must better 
monitor radical Islam recruiting in prisons, on the Internet, and in 
mosques. And without question, we must closely monitor European 
and U.S. nationals returning from the Middle East and Africa. The 
United States can and must speak loudly and clearly to condemn 
this evil for what it is, the radical Islamic hatred of Jews. 

Mr. Chairman, one of the bravest men in history. Sir Winston 
Churchill, came to Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri in 1946 
and he warned us that the Soviet takeover of Eastern Europe was 
complete and an Iron Curtain had descended across the continent. 
Churchill was trying to wake up a sleeping world because too many 
people didn’t want to believe him. We had just fought a war 
against totalitarianism and we were tired. We didn’t want to fight 
another one. 

Well, today, it is not an Iron Curtain that is descending across 
Eastern Europe. It is a white-hot fire and its reach is much great- 
er. This new, incandescent flame is scorching the entire Middle 
East from Tehran, across Iraq, and through Syria, Lebanon, Gaza, 
and now Yemen. It stretches across parts of North Africa. It de- 
stroys everything in its path and leaves nothing alive, not Jews, 
not Christians and not Muslims who don’t share their exact beliefs. 

Unless we act now, the flame of radical Islam could stretch 
across all of Europe as well. After Churchill’s speech in Missouri, 
it took 44 years and billions of dollars to defeat Soviet Com- 
munism. We were focused back then, we were committed, we were 
united with our allies, and we were able to win the Cold War with- 
out horrific bloodshed. 

But in order to defeat this new flame of radical Islamic terror 
and survive, the United States must lead. I fear that if we do not 
stand up to this new foe immediately, it will take us much longer 
than 44 years to defeat it. I fear it will cost us much more of our 
treasure and, most tragically of all, I fear it will consume many, 
many more lives, not just in the Middle East and Europe, but here 
as well. 

Members of the committee, we must not let this happen again. 
Thank you. 

[The prepared statement of Ambassador Lauder follows:] 
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Congressional Testimony of Ronald Lauder 
President 

World Jewish Congress 
March 24, 2015 

Mr. Chairman, my name is Ronald Lauder. 

I live in New York City and I am the President of the World Jewish Congress, the 
international organization that represents Jewish communities in 100 countries 
around the world. 

Before I begin, I would like to personally thank you for your many years of 
support to the Jewish community as well as your support for people of all 
religions, races, genders and age who live in our great country. 

This particular topic, at this particular moment in history, After Paris and 
Copenhagen, Responding to the Rising Tide Of Anti-Semitism is, sadly, all 
too timely ... and it is reminiscent of an even darker time that we thought was 
behind us. 

With your permission, I would like to submit my opening statement for the record. 
Statement; 

Exactly 70 years ago, as American G.I.s advanced into Nazi-Germany in the last 
days of the most devastating war in history, the world saw its first glimpse of the 
horror of unbridled anti-Semitism. 

The images of the concentration camps that were liberated throughout Europe in 
the spring of 1945 still cause a universal shudder to this day. 

For the first few decades following World War II, we mistakenly believed that anti- 
Semitism - the age-old hatred of Jews - had finally disappeared from Europe 
and everywhere else. 

That is because in the 1950s and 1960s, no one in their right minds wanted to be 
associated with Nazis. 

It is because we ail saw where this kind of hatred leads. 

And. perhaps, people who still harbored these beliefs were too embarrassed to 
express them openly. 

I now tell you with the greatest sadness that 70 years later, the age-old virus of 
anti-Semitism has returned in ail its evil and ugliness. 


Anti-Semitism has returned to streets of Paris and Toulouse ... to the streets of 
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Brussels and Copenhagen ... it has even returned to Berlin. 

(You will hear the personal accounts from my friend, Roger Cukierman, the head 
of the Jewish community in Paris, but listen to these frightening facts.) 

Jews make up less than one percent of the population of France but they were 
victims of more than half of all the racist attacks in that country last year. 

The number of anti-Jewish attacks in France in 2014 doubled from the year 
before. 

In Great Britain, the number of anti-Semitic attacks doubled from the year before. 

In Austria, anti-Semitic attacks doubled from the year before. 

In fact, an EU report from nine nations showed that 16 months ago - long before 
the latest wave of terror - Jews in these countries were already concerned about 
growing anti-Semitism. 

You don’t have to be a mathematician to see an obvious trend here. 

There is a hatred growing throughout Europe that is causing Jews to wonder if 
they should leave ... they are asking if there is a future for Jews on that 
continent. 

Last fall, I sat with representatives of the Jewish community in Rome and they 
told me that although they may stay ... their children and definitely their 
grandchildren will leave. They told me that the Jewish community in Rome, that 
has existed since the time of Christ and survived Hitler, would disappear within 
25 years. 

How could this happen in 2015? 

The answer is that a strange confluence of hatred has taken hold across Europe 
today that comes from very different corners. 

There are huge populations of Muslim immigrants throughout Europe. Most are 
peaceful, but far too many of them have adopted radical Islam. 

There are thousands of young European Muslims that have left to fight with 
Islamic radicals in Iraq and Syria, and there is a real fear that they could return, 
bringing the bloodshed with them. 

Some have already returned and we have seen the consequences. 

At the same time, we have seen the rise of smaller right wing Neo-Nazi extremist 
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groups that have become political forces in Hungary and Greece and have been 
seen on the streets in Germany and France. 

And there is a third force that may appear more benign, but it adds fuel to this 
fire. I’m talking about an educated, elitist class - from universities to the media - 
that has a pathological hatred of Israel. 

They would never consider themselves anti-Semitic but they are quite open in 
their opinion that only Israel is the source of all of the problems in the Middle 
East. 

This is intellectually dishonest and devoid of reality. But too many people have 
accepted their lies as the truth. 

And then there is technology. 

70 years ago, Josef Goebbels used newspapers, film and marches to Infuse 
hatred of Jews into mainstream society. 

Today, the power of the internet sends out a constant stream of anti- Jewish 
ideas at hyperspeed .. and there are not enough people speaking up to counter 
these lies. 

Do you want to know what it’s like to be openly Jewish in Europe today? 

Just go to YouTube and watch what happens when a young man simply walks 
down a European street wearing a yarmulke. 

He is insulted ... shoved ... spat on ... and as we saw in France ... Jews who are 
openly Jewish can also be killed. 

Once again, like the 1930s, European Jews live in fear. 

Members of the Committee ... 

In my travels to all of these communities, I am asked the same question around 
Europe and the world: 

Where is the United States? 

Why isn’t the United States leading the world in this crisis? 

Right after the attacks on Charlie Hebdo and the Kosher grocery store in Paris ... 
over 1 -million people marched in defiance of those murders. 

Many of the leaders in Europe linked arms in solidarity in the very front row ... 
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but there was not one U.S. representative with them in the front row. 

\ believe that sent a very negative message around the world. 

European leaders have stepped up and strongly condemned these attacks on 
Jews and the rise of anti-Semitism. 

The United States must do the same. 

The United States must lead. 

When a Neo-Nazi party like Jobik in Hungary or Golden Dawn in Greece wins 
substantial seats in elections ... the United States must condemn this in the 
strongest possible terms. 

My fear is that muted condemnations or. worse, silence, could lead to what we 
saw in Europe 70 years ago ... and that led to deaths of 60 million people and 
the destruction of a continent. 

We must insist that European nations better share intelligence on anti-Semitic 
Islamic hate preachers ... ail countries must better monitor radical Islamic 
recruiting in prisons, on the internet and in mosques ... and without question, we 
must closely monitor European and U.S. nationals returning from the Middle East 
and Africa. 

The United States can and must speak loudly and clearly to condemn this evil for 
what it is - the radical Islamic hatred of Jews. 

Mr. Chairman, one of the bravest men in history. Sir Winston Churchill, came to 
Westminster College in Fulton. Missouri in 1946 and warned us that the Soviet 
takeover of Eastern Europe was complete and an Iron Curtain had descended 
across the continent. 

Churchill was trying to wake up a sleeping world because too many people didn’t 
want to believe him. 

We had just fought a war against totalitarianism and we were tired ... we didn’t 
want to fight another one. 

Well, today, it’s not an iron Curtain that is descending across Eastern Europe ... 
it is a white-hot fire and its reach is much greater. 

This new, incandescent flame is scorching the entire Middle East from Tehran 
across Iraq and through Syria, Lebanon, Gaza and now Yemen. 

It stretches across parts of Northern Africa. 
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H destroys everything in its path and leaves nothing alive ... not Jews, not 
Christians and not Muslims who don't share their exact beliefs. 

Unless we act right now, the flame of radical Islam could stretch across all of 
Europe as well. 


After Churchill’s speech in Missouri, it took 44 years and billions of dollars to 
defeat Soviet Communism. 

We were focused back then, we were committed, we were united with our allies 
and we were able to win the Cold War without horrific bloodshed. 

But in order to defeat this new flame of radical Islamic terror and survive ... the 
United States must lead. 

I fear that if we do not stand up to this new foe immediately, it will take us much 
longer than 44 years to defeat it. 

I fear it will cost us much more of our treasure and, most tragically of all, I fear it 
will consume many, many more lives - not just in the Middle East and Europe .. 
but here as well. 

Members of the Committee, we must NOT let this happen again. 

Thank you. 
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Mr. Smith. Ambassador Lauder, thank you very much for your 
very powerful and sobering comments to the subcommittee and by 
extension to the Congress and to the American people, thank you. 

I would like to now recognize Mr. Roger Cukierman. 

STATEMENT OF MR. ROGER CUKIERMAN, PRESIDENT, REP- 
RESENTATIVE COUNCIL OF JEWISH INSTITUTIONS OF 

FRANCE 

Mr. Cukierman. Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, 
thank you for the opportunity to appear before this subcommittee. 

Jews have lived in France for the last 2,000 years. One thousand 
years ago, at the time of the crusades, the famous Talmudist Rachi 
was living in the city of Troyes. He was producing wine, a typical 
French job, and he was also famous for his expertise in old French 
language. More than 200 years ago in 1791, at the time of the 
French Revolution, French Jews were given full French citizenship. 
Today, we are V 2 million Jews in France, less than 1 percent of the 
French population. And the CRIF which I chair is the roof body of 
French Jewish institutions. It is comparable to the President’s Con- 
ference of Major Jewish Institutions. 

Today, in 2015, our synagogues and our Jewish schools have to 
be protected by the police and even by the army with machine 
guns. Why is that so? Because there is a World War started by 
Middle Age barbarian fanatics who are cutting heads, are stoning 
women, are killing kids, and want to impose to the rest of the 
world the Sharia, their concept of what Islam should be in their 
views. 

The first victims are the moderate Muslims. This is a war 
against Western modern civilization. And the Jews are seen by 
these jihadists as a privileged target. We Jews are the sentinels at 
the forefront of this war. But we are not the only victims. Military 
forces, policemen and women, and journalists are also targeted and 
killed. These jihadists are acting under different names: Daesh, 
ISIS, al-Qaeda, Boko Haram, AQIM, Hamas. It started in the Mid- 
dle East: Syria, Iraq, Yemen, and Gaza. It reaches Africa: Mali, 
Niger, Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad, and Tunisia and now it is in Eu- 
rope: France, Belgium, and Denmark. 

In France, small children were killed in March 2012 in Toulouse, 
at point-blank at the entrance of a school by Mohamed Merah. In 
2014, four people were killed in the Jewish Museum of Brussels by 
Mehdi Nemouche. And then in January 2015, four people were 
killed in the Paris kosher grocery store, and then in front of the 
Copenhagen Synagogue. All victims were targeted because they 
were Jews. All these killers were jihadists. 

In front of that situation the French Government shows a perfect 
understanding of our situation. Prime Minister Manuel Vails said 
that anti-Zionism is anti-Semitism. And President Hollande said 
that “it is not the Jews who should leave the country, it is the anti- 
Semites.” And immediately after the grocery attack, the govern- 
ment added close to 8,000 military to the police forces to protect 
the Jewish places. 

From where are these jihadists coming? They come from the 
Muslim community which is estimated in France around 10 per- 
cent of the total French population. And the French jihadists is es- 
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timated at 1,300 people who are presently combating in Syria and 
Iraq. And among them many French ethnics recently converted to 
Islam. 

It seems that they are generally not influenced by the French 
imams, not influenced by the press which they don’t read, nor by 
the TV that they don’t watch. They were educated to the jihad in 
the French jails and by Internet. 

This is why the CRIF, our organization, bought a full page ad in 
the New York Times on March 2, 2015, which was an appeal to our 
American friends and also to you asking that they should put pres- 
sure on the Internet providers to set a limit to the swarm of hate 
which can be found on Internet, to remove anti-Semitic contents as 
soon as it is flagged. On the Internet ways were found to ban child 
pornography. Likewise anti-Semitism must be banned. The pro- 
viders of Internet must understand that they bear a responsibility 
when murders are committed by youngsters who became jihadists 
through Internet. 

Now the question that I am asked daily is whether there a future 
for Jews in France? 

An increasing number of French Jews are considering leaving 
France. The French Jewish population which is estimated at V 2 
million people, is the third largest Jewish community in the world 
after Israel and the U.S. In the last 3 years, 12,000 French citizens 
left to Israel. Others chose the U.S., Canada, or Australia. Many 
people refuse to see the future of their kids if they have to study 
in schools or to go to synagogues which appear as fortresses pro- 
tected by military and heavy machine guns. The atmosphere is 
tense. One cannot travel in the subway with a yarmulke. Anti-Sem- 
itism is active in many suburbs and in many public schools. 

Nevertheless, I believe that a big proportion of the French Jews 
will remain in France where their roots and their culture incite 
them to confront adversity as their parents or ancestors did at dif- 
ficult periods like the Dreyfus Affair or the Vichy period. 

Thank you and I am, of course, ready to answer any questions. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Cukierman follows:] 
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Testimony to the House of 
Representatives 

By Roger Cuklerman Chairman of CRIF 


Jews have lived in France for the last 2.000 years. One thousand years ago, at the time of the 
crusades, the famous Talmudist Racht was living in the city of Troyes. He was producing wine, a 
typical French job, and he was also famous for his expertise in old French language. 

In 1791, at the time of the French revolution, French Jews were given the full French citizenship. 

And today, in 2015, our synagogues and our Jewish schools have to be protected by the police and 
even the army with machine guns. 

Why ? 

Because there is a World War started by middle age barbarian fanatics who are cutting heads, are 
stoning women, are killing kids, and want to impose to the rest of the world the Sharia, their concept 
of what Islam should be In their views. 

The first victims are the moderate Muslims. This is a war against western modern civilization. And 
the Jews are seen by these Jihadists as a privileged target. We Jews are the sentinels at the forefront 
of this war. But we are not the only victims. Military forces, policemen and women, journalists were 
also targeted and killed. 

These Jihadists are acting under different names: Daesh, Al Qaida, Boko Haram, Aqmi, Hamas. It 
started in the Middle East: Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Gaza... It reached Africa: Mali, Niger, Nigeria, 
Cameroun, Chad, Tunisia... And now Europe: France, Belgium, Denmark. 

In France small children were killed in March 2012 in Toulouse, at blank point at the entrance of a 
school of Otzar hatorah by Mohamed Merah. In 2014, 4 people were killed in the Jewish museum by 
Mehdi Nemouche. And then in January 2015, 4 people were killed in the Paris kosher grocery store. 
And then in front of the Copenhagen synagogue. All victims were targeted because they were Jews. 
All these killers were Jihadists. 

In front of that situation the French government shows a perfect understanding of our situation. 
Prime Minister Manuel Vails said that anti-Zionism is anti-Semitism. And President Hollande said 
that "it is not the Jews who should leave the country, it is the anti-Semites". 

And immediately after the grocery attack the Government added 7.500 military to the Police forces 
to protect the Jewish places. 

From where are these Jihadists coming ? 

They come from the Muslim community which is estimated to five or six million people in France. 
The number of French Jihadists is estimated at 1.300 people who are combatting in Syria and Iraq. 
Among them many French ethnics recently converted to Islam. 
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It seems that they are generally not influenced by the French Imams, or by the press which they 
don't read, or by the TV that they don't watch. 

They were educated to the Jihad in the French jails and by Internet. 

This is why our organization bought a full page ad in the New York Times on the 2"^ of march 2015 
which was an appeal to our American friends asking them to put pressure on the Internet providers 
to set a limit to the swarm of hate which can be found on Internet, to remove anti-Semitic contents 
as soon as it is flagged. On the internet ways were found to ban child pornography. Likewise anti- 
Semitism must be banned. The providers of Internet must understand that they bear a responsibility 
when murders are committed by youngsters who became Jihadists through Internet. 

Is there a future for Jews in France ? 

An increasing number of French Jews are considering leaving France. The French Jewish population is 
estimated at half a million people, third Jewish Community in the world after Israel and the US. 

In the last 3 years 12.000 left to Israel. Other chose the US, Canada, Australia. Many people refuse to 
see the future of their kids if they have to study In schools or to go to synagogues which appear as 
fortresses protected by military and heavy gun machines. The atmosphere is tense. One cannot 
travel In the subway with a yarmulke. Anti-Semitism is active in many suburbs and in public schools. 

Nevertheless I believe that a big proportion of the French Jews will remain in France were their roots, 
their culture incite them to confront adversity as their parents or ancestors did at difficult periods 
like the Dreyfus Affair or the Vichy period. 

March 2015 
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Mr. Smith. Mr. Cukierman, thank you very much for your in- 
sights and counsel and your historical perspective which is very, 
very illuminating. We look forward to questions when we get to 
that point. 

I would like to now ask Mr. Asmussen, if you would proceed. 

STATEMENT OF MR. DAN ROSENBERG ASMUSSEN, 
PRESIDENT, DANISH JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Mr. Asmussen. Dear Mr. Chairman, dear Members of Congress. 
It is a great honor for me to testify before the United States Con- 
gress, although it is on a sad occasion. 

You probably think of Denmark as a small and peaceful country. 
And it is basically also the way we think ourselves. We are people 
of 5.5 million, 5,000 Jews. 

Only 2 years ago, October 2013, the Danish society celebrated 
the 70 years commemoration of the saving of the Danish Jewry 
from the Nazi onslaught. It was an amazing achievement of the 
Danish society to stand up, come together and to save its Jewish 
minority. The Danish population believed that its Jewish neighbors 
and friends were an integral of the Danish society, making Den- 
mark a country that could rightfully be defined as righteous among 
the nations. 

On February 15th this year, the Danish society once again came 
together. This time in order to mourn the loss of Dan Uzan, a 37- 
year-old Jewish man, who was murdered while protecting the 
guests at a Bat Mitzah party in the Jewish Community Center. 
Thousands of Danes came together in order to speak out against 
terror. 

While the community was in shock and despair, Danes showed 
again how much they care for their Jewish citizens. In the days fol- 
lowing the attack, thousands of people showed their respect. They 
laid flowers in front of Copenhagen’s synagogue. 

So on February 15, the Jewish community and the whole Danish 
society was brutally awoken to a new reality. We had warned the 
authorities for years that such an attack like that could happen on 
Danish soil. We had urged them to take warning signs seriously, 
while we, the Jewish community in parallel, took it upon ourselves 
to safeguard our community. 

The terror attack against the Jewish community in Denmark did 
not occur in a vacuum. It did not happen in Copenhagen just by 
chance. It was, unfortunately, the culmination of years of growing 
anti-Semitism. It happened in a country where it has become wide- 
ly acceptable to criticize and question both Israel and Jews with a 
carelessness that we did not expect or imagine just a few years ago. 

During the Gaza conflict last summer, a few hundred people 
were evacuated by police because police could not guarantee their 
safety due to aggression from Hamas supporters during a dem- 
onstration calling for peace, calling for a two-state solution. 

A few days earlier, almost 4,000 people signed a petition urging 
Danish media not to use journalists with Jewish heritage for cov- 
erage of Middle East conflict. Yet, it was not before the Jewish 
school in Copenhagen was vandalized with graffiti that politicians 
decided to react and speak out against these incidents. 
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It is, however, important to understand that the Danish society 
itself has never been anti-Semitic and that many of the threats fac- 
ing Danish Jewry, like in the rest of Europe, come from 
marginalized and radicalized Muslims, and these form, I believe, a 
small minority of all Muslims in Denmark. 

The terrorist who committed the two murders was born and 
raised in Denmark and used his religion to justify the crime. Un- 
fortunately, it doesn’t seem that he is alone with this view. That 
was demonstrated when more than 700 people participated in his 
funeral cheering at him. 

At this point, four people are jailed, accused of helping him. 

On the other end of the spectrum, we have witnessed how Mus- 
lim organizations spoke out against hatred and prejudice against 
a fellow citizen. We truly appreciate that expression of support and 
we welcome any such initiatives. It is important for me to empha- 
size that we have good relations with moderate Muslim organiza- 
tions. We work together on issues of common religious rights. 

However, we still need for the Muslim community to do more, to 
become more outspoken against violence and hatred, to confront 
hate and prejudices toward Jews. 

Danish society can only do so much. The real long-term solution 
needs to be found inside the Muslim community, and we need them 
to take more responsibility in speaking out against anti-Semitism 
and against terror committed in the name of their religion. 

In recent weeks, the Jewish community received strong support 
from the Danish politicians through the media. We believe it 
served as a wake-up call and we expect that our problems will now 
be taken more seriously than in the past. 

Last week, Ira Forman visited Copenhagen. Ira Forman is a Spe- 
cial Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism. He made it clear 
to us that the Danish Government in his opinion is not doing 
enough compared with the European countries to combat anti-Sem- 
itism. And he said that it could never be justified that the Jewish 
community, or any other minority group for that matter, should 
have to prioritize security over education or ultimately prioritize 
security over the future of the community. 

Mr. Forman is right. If we spend all our resources on security, 
our children won’t have a future. Yet, if we fail to protect our chil- 
dren, Danish Jewry won’t have a future either. The parents simply 
won’t send them to the Jewish school. 

We need at this point a long-term governmental plan that will 
keep our community safe as much as possible. The Justice Depart- 
ment has said that such a plan is in the making. And we need the 
Muslim community to speak out and help in building a democratic, 
tolerant, and peaceful society. This is the only viable and long-term 
solution, so we one day will not need to risk the lives of our chil- 
dren in order for them to protect the community as Dan Uzan did. 

I feel truly grateful toward the Danish society for standing up for 
the Jewish minority in these difficult times. I just wish they had 
done so when we asked for help after the incidents in Toulouse and 
Brussels. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Asmussen follows:] 
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Testimony to House of Representatives 


By Dan Asmussen 

Chairman Jewish Community of Denmark 


Dear Mr, Chairman, Dear members of Congress 

It's an great honor for me to testify before the United States Congress. I would like to 
thank the honorable Congressmen and the World Jewish Congress for allowing me to 
share a few remarks with you. 

You probably think of Denmark as a small and peaceful country. And it is basically also 
the way, we think ourselves. 

In October 2013, the entire Danish society came together in order to celebrate the 70* 
commemoration of the saving of Danish Jewry from the Nazi onslaught. It was an 
amazing achievement of the Danish society to stand up, come together and to save its 
Jewish minority. The Danish population believed that its Jewish neighbors and friends 
were an integral of the their own society, making Denmark a country that could 
rightfully be defined at Righteous Among the Nations. 

On February 15*, the Danish society once again came together. This time to mourn the 
loss of Dan Uzan, a 37-year-old Jewish man, who was murdered while protecting the 
guests at a Bat Mitzah party in the Jewish Community Center. Thousands of Danes came 
together order to speak out against terror, hatred and indifference. 

While the community was in shock and despair, Danes once again showed how much 
they care for their Jewish citizens. In the days following the attack, thousands of people 
showed their respect. They laid flowers in front of Copenhagen's Synagogue. 

On February 15*, the Jewish Community and the whole Danish society was brutally 
awoken to a new reality. We had warned the authorities for years that one day such an 
attack could happen on Danish soil. We had urged them to take the warning signs 
seriously, while we in parallel took it upon ourselves to safeguard our community's 
security. 

The terror attack against the Jewish community in Denmark did not occur in a vacuum. 
It did not happen in Copenhagen just by chance. It was the culmination of years of 
growing anti-Semitism. It happened in a country where it has become widely acceptable 
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to criticize and question both israei and Jews with a careiessness that we did not expect 
or imagine just a few years ago. 

During the Gaza War last summer, a few hundred people were evacuated by police as 
the latter could not guarantee for their safety during a demonstration calling for peace. 

A few days earlier, almost 4,000 people signed a petition urging Danish media outlets 
not to use journalists with Jewish heritage for coverage of the Middle East conflict. 

Yet it was not before the Jewish school in Copenhagen was vandalized with graffiti that 
politicians decided to react and speak out against these incidents. 

It is however, important to understand that the Danish society itself is not has never 
been anti-Semitic and that many of the threats facing Danish Jewry, like in the rest of 
Europe, come from marginalized and radicalized Muslims - and these form a small 
minority of all Muslims in Denmark. 

The terrorist who committed the two murders was born and raised in Denmark and 
used his religion and affiliation to Islam to justify the crime. Unfortunately, he is not 
alone there with his views. That was demonstrated when more than 700 people 
participated in his funeral. 

On the other end of the specter we have witnessed how Muslims organizations spoke 
out against hatred and prejudices against their fellow Jewish citizens. We truly 
appreciate that expression of support and we welcome any such initiatives. It is 
important for me to emphasize that we have good relations with moderate Muslim 
organizations. We work together on issues of common religious rights. 

However, we still need for the Muslim community to do more, to become more 
outspoken against violence and hatred. To confront hate and prejudices toward Jews. 

The Danish society can only do so much. The real long-term solution needs to be found 
inside the Muslim community, and we need them to take more responsibility in 
speaking out against anti-Semitism, and against terror committed in the name of Allah. 

In recent weeks, the Jewish community received strong support from the Danish 
politicians and media. We believe it served as a wake-up call, and we expect that our 
problems will now be taken more seriously now than in the past. 

Last week, I met with Ira Eorman, the US Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti- 
Semitism. He made it clear to us that the Danish government is not doing enough 
compared with other European countries, to combat Anti-Semitism. 
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And he said that it couid never be justified that the Jewish community, or any other 
minority group for that matter, shouid have to prioritize security over education, or 
uitimateiy prioritize security over the future of the community. 

Mr. Forman is right. 

if we spend ail our resources on security, our children won't have a future. 

Yet if we fail to protect our children, Danish Jewry doesn't have a future either. 

We need a long-term governmental plan that will keep our community safe as much as 
possible. The Danish Justice Department has said that such a plan is in the making. 

And we need the Muslim community to speak out and help in building a democratic, 
tolerant and peaceful society. This is the only viable and long-term solution, so we one 
day will not need to risk the lives of children in order for them to protect the 
community. 

I feel truly grateful towards the Danish society for standing up for their Jewish minority 
in these difficult times. I just wish they had done so when we asked for help after the 
incidents in Toulouse and Brussels. 


Thank you Mr. Chairman, 
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Mr. Smith. Thank you so very much, Mr. Asmussen, for your 
statement and insights. We have been joined by some members 
who weren’t here during opening statements so before going to 
questions, I would like to briefly ask if they would like to give an 
opening, beginning with David Cicilline who is the acting ranking 
member. 

Mr. Cicilline. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to thank you 
for your leadership and for calling today’s hearing on responding 
to the rising tide of anti-Semitism, to give us an opportunity exam- 
ine in depth, the alarming increase in anti-Semitic incidents in Eu- 
rope and begin to discuss what approaches should be used to tem- 
per this extremism that is unprecedented since the end of World 
War II. 

I would also like to thank our very distinguished witnesses for 
being here today. Thank you for sharing your assessment of what 
the current status of anti-Semitism is in Europe and what specific 
trends you are seeing and what should be done to combat it and 
how we in Congress can assist. 

The rise of anti-Semitism and related hate crimes in recent 
months is beyond debate. While many were awakened to this re- 
ality in January when four Jewish customers were killed in a ko- 
sher market in Paris, days after the attack on the satirical maga- 
zine, Charlie Hebdo, that left 12 people dead, anti-Semitism has 
been on the rise since the early 2000s. The United Kingdom last 
year, for example, recorded the highest number of anti-Semitic inci- 
dents with the London police reporting an increase of 120 percent 
in anti-Semitic crimes in 2014. Most alarming perhaps are recent 
statistics from the Anti-Defamation League that show that an aver- 
age of 24 percent of those surveyed in Western European countries 
harbor some degree of anti-Semitic sentiment with that number 
jumping much higher in countries like Greece and France. 

Furthermore, 66 percent of Jewish respondents indicated that 
anti-Semitism was a major problem in their respective countries. In 
response to the tragic attack in Denmark where two individuals 
were murdered at a synagogue in February, the Israeli Prime Min- 
ister stated, “We are preparing and calling for the absorption of 
mass immigration from Europe. To the Jews of Europe and to the 
Jews of the world I say that Israel is waiting for you with open 
arms.” 

The Chief Rabbi of Copenhagen, however, responded, “We will 
not let terror dictate our lives. We will not. We will continue living 
as Jews here in Denmark and everywhere else in the world.” 

The environment that is increasingly conductive to anti-Semite 
must be dealt with head on and immediately stopped. The United 
States has the largest Jewish population in the world and Jews 
have contributed greatly to all aspects of our society. Therefore, we 
have a personal stake in protecting communities as integral to the 
fabric of the United States. We need to work together with our Eu- 
ropean allies to combat anti-Semitism with the same vigor that we 
have with respect to protecting communities and to combating ter- 
rorism and ensuring peace and security around the world. 

I look forward to working with my congressional colleagues, our 
European counterparts and the Jewish community all over the 
world to develop effective strategies to combat the rise of anti-Sem- 
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itism in Europe and to work to ensure that this hatred is stopped 
in its tracks. 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Smith. Thank you very much, Mr. Cicilline. Mr. Clawson. 

Mr. Clawson. Thank you for coming today and sharing your per- 
sonal stories. 

Mr. Asmussen, I remember the sadness in my father’s eyes when 
the murders took place in Denmark. Clawson is Danish. My fore- 
fathers come from about an hour south of Copenhagen in Borse in 
Zealand. My dad has taken me there. My father speaks Danish. 
And so it hit home to us personally and I will always remember 
his face when it happened. And he has told me he was glad his fa- 
ther wasn’t here. So your words hit home and if there is anything 
that I can ever do, and I am sure my colleagues can ever do, to 
influence this in a positive way I am innately motivated to do so 
and see the innate unjustness of what is going on with the Jewish 
community in Europe. 

I think of your question or your comment that the solution must 
come from within the Muslim community. That feels hopeful to me, 
but it also feels like we have to prepare for the fact that that might 
not happen. And if so, my question for the three of you then be- 
comes what do we do next? What do we do now? Thank you. 

Mr. Smith. Thank you very much. Mr. Emmer? 

Mr. Emmer. Well, I echo my colleagues’ comments. I want to 
thank the chair for holding this important hearing and I just want 
to thank everyone, not only the witnesses, but everyone else who 
understands the importance of this issue and has taken time to be 
here today. 

It is amazing how this place works. Things are planned all at the 
same time and typically the same committees, but that shouldn’t 
be taken as we don’t think this is important. This is of paramount 
importance. So my apologies for coming in late. My thanks to the 
chair for having this important hearing and for all of you being 
here. And let us say the discussion and the testimony and the issue 
needs to be at the forefront and we need to keep raising it so peo- 
ple understand they can’t just ignore it. You need to call things 
what they are and you need to address them when they occur. 

So again, thank you, Mr. Chair, and thank you to the witnesses. 

Mr. Smith. Mr. Emmer, thank you so very much as well. Let me 
begin the questioning if I could. At our hearing in February 2013, 
Zuhdi Jasser who is the President of the American Islamic Forum 
for Democracy and a very outspoken man in the combating of anti- 
Semitism made a very, very important insight, provided the com- 
mittee a very important insight when he said, “The link between 
Islamism and anti-Semitism is rather simple. It is self-evident that 
supremacists from within a particular faith community will create 
and exploit hatred toward another faith community in order to col- 
lectively rally their own followers against a common enemy.” And 
then he went on to explain how this crowds out a more moderate 
Muslim view. And he said, “These theo-fascists use the demoniza- 
tion of minorities as a populist tool to rally populations to their fa- 
naticism.” He went on in great depth and I will put part of this 
back into the record because I think it is so insightful that this is 
how they push out people — the Sadats of this world — who reach 
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across and they divide and try to offer a common ground with Jews 
and with the State of Israel. And I am wondering what your 
thoughts might be on that because it seems as if the extremists 
win when there is not a counter force equal or greater to that ef- 
fort. 

Secondly, Mr. Asmussen, you mentioned Ira Forman. I would 
note for the record that in 2004, I sponsored the amendment that 
created that his office and position; very insightful at the time. 
Senator Voinovich had a bill that I sponsored on the House side. 
His bill passed, came over to the House. And I worked very closely 
with members on the other side of the aisle. We had a bipartisan 
effort to create an office that doesn’t just do one report, but makes 
it permanent time and time again to do reports to monitor anti- 
Semitism and to create this position to work within the State De- 
partment as well. And I would appreciate your thoughts on how 
well you think that office might be doing. But at the time, 2004, 
Colin Powell, who was then Secretary of State, wrote a letter 
against the office, against the amendment. He thought the Human 
Rights bureau could handle the law. It was reminiscent of what 
Bill Clinton did when I offered the Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act, and it became law. He did sign it eventually, but the State De- 
partment sent over a letter saying, the Assistant Secretary for De- 
mocracy, Human Rights, and Labor, that they will just absorb all 
of this into the Human Rights Report and just do a little more re- 
porting on it, but don’t create a lane where this will be looked at 
for what it is. 

Similarly, when we were working with the coalition and I formed 
it, of the willing, in the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, I was 
shocked at how many members of Parliament said why don’t we 
just expand it to everything. Now I do believe we need to combat 
anti-Christian beliefs and all the others. I have had hearings on it. 
What is happening, I know, Mr. Ambassador, you have spoken out 
very forcibly on that, but there is a specific sense of 
disproportionality to how Jews are singled out. Look at our own 
FBI statistics on hate crimes relative to belief, of faith. Christians 
far outnumber all other in the country, yet less than 10 percent of 
the FBI hate crimes are committed against Christians. Ditto for 
Muslims in this country. Not so for Jews who are the victims of 
over 60 percent of all the hate crimes, even though they are only 
2 percent of the population. 

It is so disproportionate. It cries out for a single focus. And even 
as we were doing the conferences, there is always this move by the 
Dutch and by others to just make it xenophobia, about other issues, 
always to exclude and in my opinion, reduce in its focus the issue 
of combating anti-Semitism. So your thoughts how Mr. Forman and 
how well you think that office is working. 

I have other questions, but I want to make sure my colleagues 
get time to ask as well. So please, if you could begin. 

Mr. Asmussen. I believe. Congressman, Mr. Clawson asked me 
a question. I understand fully your skepticism toward getting the 
collective Muslim community in order to confront hate and preju- 
dice. I understand it because what we see in Denmark and I talked 
to many Jewish leaders and it is the same all over. The Muslim 
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community tends to be very fractured. You will never tend to find 
a body as we do within the Jewish community. 

And I believe if we find racism and hate in Jewish community, 
we will confront it. The problem is it doesn’t happen that often, but 
I see some changes. I mean sometimes you have to also look at the 
positive notes. And there are a few positive notes, mostly organiza- 
tions, coming up with ideas like peace rings about synagogues. 
There are not many Muslims participating in these initiatives and 
I would not like to exaggerate. But there is a change. 

So when you ask what is done now, there is a lot of things in 
Denmark being done by the government. After Paris, there was a 
huge catalogue of anti-terror legislation being rolled out. It seems 
like the murderer, he was known to the system. I mean he was — 
many people had reported him to the police intelligence again and 
again. He was released from jail 3 weeks before he killed. He went 
to authorities to get help getting a flat. No one did anything. 

So there are a lot of things the community can do. You can do 
many things to spot radical behavior earlier. But also you can also 
do a lot and we are working on that in Denmark right now in order 
to spot and help people. But on the long term, nothing will change 
unless the mentality changes. If it is legitimate for religious lead- 
ers to teach hatred toward Jews, nothing will change. And we have 
cases in Denmark that imams have been doing exactly that and it 
takes a lot of time for the system to come down on them. So they 
keep on doing these things. 

We are having organizations speaking intensely on hatred to- 
ward Jews, but it is very hard to outlaw them, according to Danish 
legislation. We are looking into it, but in my opinion in the long- 
term, the solution has to come from within. 

Ambassador Lauder. Mr. Chairman and members of the sub- 
committee, we are talking about Europe. Anti-Semitism is alive 
and well in this country. Starting off, it is taught. Children are 
born without hate. They are taught hate. It is most prevalent in 
universities, campuses. We have an organization called Caravan for 
Democracy which the Jewish National Fund does. We go on cam- 
puses all over. The amount of anti-Israel which morphs into anti- 
Jewish is happening all over. It is happening because there is an 
organized group putting money into these things to put pressure on 
Israel, but it goes into anti-Jewish also. 

The media is guilty, very guilty. I watched CNN during the Gaza 
War. Ninety-five percent of it showed people in Gaza being killed. 
There was almost no coverage of the 4,000 rockets going to Israel. 
We watch it and it has an effect. And anti-Semitism is also learned 
at the dinner table. When a mother and father are sitting there 
and they watch television and they watch what happens and they 
see reporting that is so biased and they say to each other, look at 
those Jews what they are doing to people, look how they are killing 
people. Their children hear it and they repeat it. And what hap- 
pened is that there was no understanding in media about what can 
be done. 

We watch, we monitor what is happening on the Internet. It is 
disgusting what we see. And the amount of things that go on, and 
yet, there is no regulation against it. Anti-Semitism is going to 
morph into anti-Christian and anti-Muslim at times. We are at the 
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beginning of something that is very, very dangerous, not only for 
Jews in Europe, but Jews throughout the world as well as Chris- 
tians and for that matter, Muslims. We ask ourselves why aren’t 
there more Muslim moderates? Because they are scared to death. 
If I was a Muslim and I was a moderate, I would be worried for 
my life because there is a feeling, it is not just we will vote and 
see who is right. There is a whole radical thing and it is taking 
over the country. It is taking over what is happening. And in many 
ways, what is happening in Europe is the canary in the mine. And 
the fact is that what is happening there will be happening here 
very shortly unless we react. And I commend the subcommittee for 
taking this up, but look at it not for Europe, not for Denmark, not 
for France, look at it for the world and look at it what is happening 
on our college campuses. There is something there. 

We also see that in mosques the amount of hatred against Jews, 
but also against America there. We have monitored mosques and 
we see what is going on. A mosque is a place that should be for 
love and understanding. Too often, they are places of radicalism. 
We hear this. We know this. We have seen it. But the fact is there 
are no laws against it. There are no laws against what you can say 
and that is the danger. There is no law that what you can say on 
the Internet or media and we see it. We are just a small segment 
here. 

You have 40 countries here. Each one country can sit here and 
testify what is happening here. We speak among ourselves and 
frankly, we feel powerless. I think if I asked every person what is 
the one place we look towards? We look toward the United States. 
We look toward the United States for the help and understanding 
because it is the one country that stands up for religious rights in 
a very strong way. We need the Congress. We need your help. We 
need people, not only this subcommittee, but a whole looking at 
what laws — ^you mentioned about Ira Forman, what went on. Here 
is one person that you tried to get in, you had people fighting it. 

There is a feeling also that people don’t want to see this. They 
want to stay away from it. We had a situation in California re- 
cently where a girl wanted to join an organization and because she 
was Jewish, was part of a Jewish organization, she was denied it. 
There should have been a huge outcry and there wasn’t. 

And again, Roger Cukierman is fighting a battle. He is fighting 
a battle. The French Government is there, but there is very little 
he can do. If you have 6 million Muslims, even if 1 percent of them, 
and using math without a computer, it is still 60,000 people who 
could be radical. What do you do about that? There are no laws 
about it. 

Canada has just started to look at different laws that can be 
done. We must have type of things here in this country. It must 
be a chance for everybody to turn around and say this is the model. 
These are what should be done. And we are allowing it to happen. 

Mr. Cukierman. Yes, I want to say that anti-Semitism is not the 
problem of the Jews. It is the problem of the society. And it is not 
a European problem. It is a world problem. And we are in a war 
with jihadists. Jihadists are the fanatical Muslims and you were 
the first victims of that phenomenon on 9/11. I think 9/11 was the 
first step of that war. We are in a war and somebody asked among 
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you what can you do? First of all, you have to realize that you are 
in a state of war. And secondly, you have to react at that state of 
war. One of the things which you can do is to see to it that the 
Internet stops being a school to educate jihadists. 

Mr. Smith. Thank you. Mr. Deutch. 

Mr. Deutch. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thanks for giving 
me an opportunity just to sit in. I have another hearing. I appre- 
ciate it very much. Thanks for holding the hearing to you and 
Ranking Member Bass and thanks for your leadership on this and 
so many other human rights issues. 

I appreciate the witnesses being here today, for offering their tes- 
timony. It is very helpful for Members of Congress to hear how the 
growth of anti-Semitism in recent years is viewed from a European 
perspective. 

I will just make a couple of quick observations. We know that an 
overwhelming majority of the world’s Jewish population lives in the 
United States and Israel, but in Europe where centuriess-old Jew- 
ish life was decimated by the Holocaust, the Jewish community 
that remains faces a growing animosity that is creating a very real 
security threat which your testimony here is so helpful to highlight. 
It is not to excuse, as Ambassador Lauder pointed out, it is not to 
excuse our own homegrown anti-Semitism. It certainly exists. The 
fact is it made up more than 50 percent of the religious bias-based 
hate crimes in 2013, but it is informative. It is helpful to hear how 
countries around the world are responding to intimidation tactics, 
to pressure, to deadly attacks on the Jewish populations. 

The world as Ambassador Lauder said and as we have heard re- 
peatedly and rightfully and importantly throughout your visit the 
past couple of days, the world has to take action because of what 
the rise of anti-Semitism means not just to the Jewish communities 
in Europe, but because of what the rise of anti-Semitism means to 
all countries that allow it to persist, what it actually portends for 
others. 

And so I think we have to take action. I am proud to have joined 
with my colleagues, many of who are on the dais here today, the 
chairman in particular, to form the bipartisan task force for com- 
bating anti-Semitism, the purpose being we want to try to help our 
peers in Congress to understand the real and growing threat posed 
by anti-Semitism globally to allow Members of Congress to interact 
with the administration and to interact with NGOs and partners 
abroad to devise innovative ways to try to address these issues, to 
curb the threat and to attack it at its source. 

And I will just finish, Mr. Chairman, by again highlighting that 
anti-Semitism matters to everyone. It is not just the Jews, but to 
every citizen in the world who values human rights. It is a shared 
threat. It is a threat that we have to work together to address what 
is our common problem. 

And Ambassador Lauder, as you point out, efforts to mask anti- 
Semitism in some sort of anti-Israel rhetoric should be exposed for 
what they are. Ultimately, the threats posed by anti-Semitism are 
a threat, as I said, to all of us more broadly. 

Your participation here, Mr. Chairman, your willingness to hold 
this hearing and your commitment to this issue means an enor- 
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mous amount and I am grateful to be able to just stop by and par- 
ticipate. Thank you so much. I yield the rest of my time. 

Mr. Smith. Mr. Deutch, thank you very much for being here and 
for working in this issue so long and so hard yourself and we do 
have now, we have just revitalized and reconstituted a task force 
on combating anti-Semitism with four Republicans and four Demo- 
crats as co-chairs. We hope to invite frankly the entire House to 
join us. We have had this before, but I think having four co-chairs 
on each side will further demonstrate the significance of this com- 
mitment and that we really want to see action. 

I do have questions I will ask a little bit later, but I would like 
to yield; we are joined by the gentleman from Arizona, Trent 
Franks, who is the chairman of the Constitution Subcommittee for 
the Judiciary Committee. He has been back and forth because he, 
too, has a markup going on. But he is also chairman of the Reli- 
gious Freedom Caucus. So it is really a privilege to welcome him 
to the subcommittee. 

Mr. Franks. Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thanks to the 
subcommittee here for just allowing me the privilege to sit in on 
this. I am grateful to everyone that is here. I know that we have 
had anti-Semitism in the world for a long time, but it does seem 
like in recent days it has surged and I am incredibly discouraged 
about all of that. 

My biggest fear is that somehow the countries of the world would 
somehow believe that America’s commitment to Israel has dimin- 
ished because that is of strategic significance to make it clear to 
the world that America is firmly with Israel and that Israel is with 
America. I am convinced that Israel is as important to America as 
America is to Israel. I know of no people on earth that contribute 
more to the cause of humanity than the people of Israel. 

Mr. Chairman, it brings to my mind a quote by Shekh Hassan 
Nasrallah that really, I think, puts it into perspective. This is a 
jihadist that would do everything he could to destroy Israel if he 
could. And he said, “You know, we have discovered how to hit the 
Jews where they are most vulnerable. The Jews love life. So that 
is what we shall take from them. We will win because they love 
life and we love death.” Now that is a very frightening equation to 
face an enemy that loves death and is willing to embrace death in 
order to destroy another people based on just a bigoted point of 
view. 

I would suggest to you, Mr. Chairman, that should be reason for 
great concern on the part of all us. The Jewish people have dem- 
onstrated a history that is unparalleled, when the Holocaust was 
over, if any people in the world had reason to quit, I suppose it was 
them, but instead of being crushed and instead of completely giving 
up, they got their revenge by living. They dried their eyes and 
looked up again and they began to build. And they built a commu- 
nity and they built a nation and today they are a force in the world 
for good and today, the Nazis are gone and Israel remains. 

And Mr. Chairman, I think we need all be very committed to 
make sure that tomorrow, the jihadists will be gone and Israel will 
remain. I am grateful to you, sir, for this very valuable hearing. I 
think it is important that the world and the people of Israel know 
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that some of their rhetoric that has come from our administration 
lately does not reflect the hearts of the Congress. 

And with that, sir, I thank you for the opportunity. 

Mr. Smith. Thank you very much, Mr. Franks. Mr. Cicilline. 

Mr. Cicilline. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you again to 
our witnesses for your extraordinary testimony. My first question 
is I know there that are some who have observed that there is sort 
of an emergence of this kind of new normal, and Ambassador 
Lauder, you sort of made reference to this in the context of anti- 
Semitism. And that is the blurring of distinctions between being 
anti-Israel and anti-Jewish in which anti-Jewish remarks and sen- 
timents are becoming more socially acceptable. And so I am won- 
dering whether you think that is happening in Europe? What is 
your assessment of that? 

And following that, one of the things that we are learning is that 
there is — some have written that there is a significant under re- 
porting of incidents of anti-Semitism and that, of course, hampers 
our ability to kind of respond to it and help encourage people to 
craft responses to it. Do you think that it remains an issue, par- 
ticularly in Europe and what can we do about that? That is my 
first question and maybe Ambassador Lauder, you could start. 

Ambassador Lauder. There is no question that the anti-Semi- 
tism starts as anti-Israel, no question. It is not in Europe. It is 
worldwide. And we hear it. We also have — yes, there is under re- 
porting because very often when a child comes home from school 
and has been beaten up because he was Jewish, what is the mother 
going to do? Is she going to call the police and report it or she just 
says, “Look, tomorrow, don’t wear a yarmulke or take a different 
way.” And the amount of unreporting is amazing. But also, I heard 
a couple of minutes ago about anti-Jewish and life and loving life. 
It is also anti-Christian. We look in the Middle East where there 
used to be Jews and the Jews left. Now there is almost no Chris- 
tians left in the Middle East because of what is happening. 

And the thing that we can’t keep missing is that what is hap- 
pening to the Jews is going to happen to everybody along the way, 
unless it is stopped. And the concern I have and the concern that 
I am delighted this subcommittee is here, is that we must do some- 
thing more than either appoint somebody or have a hearing. We 
must start to look at what type of laws there are, what can be 
done, can we be a model? Can we stand up in the world? 

There is no place like the United States to be able to stand up 
and do it. And countries should know that if they have things that 
are anti-Semitic, they have to pay a price, not only from the small 
Jewish communities, be it Denmark and many other countries 
don’t have the strength to fight the government. The only chance 
they have is looking to the United States and looking to the United 
States as the model of where it goes. 

I am sorry to be so passionate about it, but to me, what is hap- 
pening in this world? 

Mr. CUKIERMAN. I have an example of anti-Zionism turning to 
anti-Semitism. This summer, the period summer 2014 at the time 
of the Gaza War, there was a demonstration in Paris of 35,000 peo- 
ple in favor of the Palestinians, mostly Muslims. They didn’t shout 
“Death to Israel.” They shouted, “Death to the Jews.” And from 
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that demonstration went out hordes of people and they attacked 
eight synagogues and Jewish shops. What is the link if it is not 
anti-Zionism is anti-Semitism? 

Mr. Asmussen. I agree when you say there is somehow a pres- 
ence of under reporting. Danish Jews basically stopped wearing 
yarmulkes many years ago. They don’t dare. If they did, there are 
areas of Copenhagen as Mr. Lauder said, you will not be able to 
go without getting beaten up. So that is for sure there is under re- 
porting. 

In I)enmark, we see primarily left wingers demonizing Israel. 
This tends to legitimize this hate toward Israel, toward Jews that 
is widespread within the Muslim minority. 

Mr. CiciLLiNE. Could you speak to whether or not there has been 
countries that have been effective in either the EU or the EU itself 
in terms of responding to anti-Semitism that have implemented ef- 
fective strategies? Are any of the countries doing it well? Is the Or- 
ganization for Security and Co-operation in Europe doing anything? 
Are there things that the EU could be doing that they are not 
doing? 

We have identified, I think, everyone understands this is a seri- 
ous problem, but is there any 

Ambassador Lauder. The closest I have heard is what Canada 
is doing and I have not seen yet, but I spoke to the Ambassador 
last night. He told me, the Canadian Ambassador, he told me some 
of the things they are doing. But to this day, they have not con- 
fronted it. It is fear. And you don’t know how to confront it. How 
do you stop teaching of anti-Semitism in schools or in different 
mosques? How do you do it? And the question of freedom of speech, 
is there freedom of speech to be able to say in a mosque that the 
Jews are the bad people in the world? What are the laws on that? 
It is a very, very delicate thing. What are the laws on freedom of 
speech in the media when they report things one sided? What is 
the law in it? And it is a very, very dangerous thing. We do have 
laws now, very, very strong laws about segregation, what you can 
say against Blacks, but it is still a very, very difficult situation 
when it comes to Jewish things. 

And also, I kept saying, it is going to come to Christians as well 
as Jews. 

Mr. CiCiLLlNE. I hope, Mr. Chairman, that one of the things that 
we can work on and I know the chairman is interested in this, be- 
cause I do think you are right, so much of this has to do with edu- 
cation. 

Ambassador Lauder. Absolutely. 

Mr. CiCiLLlNE. And you look at kind of the early years, the form- 
ative years of so many young people. What are they learning? What 
are they being taught about people of different religious traditions 
and different cultures? Because I think as you said. Ambassador, 
this is taught. Nobody is born a bigot and nobody is born with this 
sort of hatred, but what can we do in terms of the assistance we 
provide and the programs that we fund to be sure that those re- 
sources aren’t going to the teaching of young people to teach hate. 

I think that we have a particular responsibility to do all that we 
can to promote understanding through good education. And I again 
thank you because I think as all the panelists pointed out, this is 
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not only a problem in Europe, this is a problem all over the world 
and as that saying goes they begin and speaking against Jews and 
nobody says anything and they go down their groups. And this is 
about valuing the human life of every person and respecting dif- 
ferences and honoring and celebrating our diversity. 

Can I ask with the indulgence one last question? Someone sug- 
gested that the rise of anti-Semitism, particularly in Europe, is 
closely connected to the sort of anti-immigration fervor. And I am 
wondering whether any of the panel have a view on that? And if 
so, what can be done about that? 

Ambassador Lauder. I can’t say it is anti-immigration. That is 
a whole different thing. But it has to do very, very much with the 
times we are having. For example, the whole rise of Nazism came 
out of a very difficult financial time in Germany and Austria and 
all Europe for that matter. It gave rise to it. 

We watched after 2008, the amount of anti-Semitism rose be- 
cause once again as it happened for thousands of years, the Jews 
became the scapegoats. They looked at one — there was one case in 
Africa where there were three Jews and they were all wealthy. The 
amount of anti-Semitism in Africa, in that country was enormous 
because people look and say and it goes in jealously and what hap- 
pens. But the fact is you have a confluence of bad economic times. 
You have a confluence of radical Islam growing leaps and bounds 
and you have a question of the media being able to feed this very, 
very much. And you have a question of the Palestinian-Israel ques- 
tion going on. 

But I will say also that what happened during the last 2 or 3 
weeks between Israel and the United States has had a marked ef- 
fect on anti-Semitism because when people hear the fight between 
Israel and the United States, whatever it might be, it has an effect 
throughout the world of people saying even the best friend of Israel 
is having problems with them. That gives us the license to start 
talking also more and more negative. 

Mr. CiCiLLlNE. Before I yield back, Mr. Chairman, I think it is 
an important opportunity to say that while there might be dis- 
agreements between individuals or policies, I think it should be 
clear to everyone in the world that the relationship between our 
two countries is unbreakable. It is built on a set of shared values 
that will endure forever and I hope this hearing is an opportunity 
for us — I don’t disagree with your conclusion. 

Ambassador Lauder. We all know that, but the world outside 
does not know that. 

Mr. CiCiLLlNE. I understand. Thank you. 

Mr. Meadows [presiding]. And I thank the gentleman from 
Rhode Island for his passion and his willingness to work on this. 
I would echo what he just indicated. Headlines are headlines. Thir- 
ty-second sound bites, sixty-second sound bites, they sell media, but 
anybody who is watching this, they need to know that it is the 
foundation, the friendship, truly, the support both Democrat and 
Republican is unyielding and unwavering and as much as may be 
made out of that and running that abroad, I think you will find 
very quickly that there is a very unified effort to stand up for this 
particular cause. So I thank the gentleman for bringing it up. 
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Ambassador Lauder, I am going to go to you, first, and ask a 
very quick question. Maybe just a series and then recognize the 
gentleman from Minnesota that has a different accent than I do, 
Mr. Emmer. 

Ambassador, one of the issues that you have been driving home 
is that America must lead on this particular issue and that when 
we don’t, when we are silent, it has real implications in Europe and 
abroad, is that correct? 

Ambassador Lauder. That is correct. 

Mr. Meadows. So if we are to be more than a hearing and more 
than just words, what is the most powerful way that we can show 
our support for the Jewish people? Because you know, it is inter- 
esting, Mr. Cukierman is talking about Zion versus being Jewish. 
I have never known anybody that hates a piece of land. And you 
know, when you really look at the Nation of Israel, it is really what 
it embodies that they hate versus really a geographical location. So 
what can we do? 

Ambassador Lauder. We can start talking about it, taking action 
ourselves, standing up, and saying for example, I gave the example 
of France and what happened. There was not one person that 
didn’t notice that there was no American presence in that front 
line. And I must tell you that symbolism had a major effect on peo- 
ple. 

It is important that we stand up, that we start talking about it 
and say there is no room for it. If there is a neo-Nazi party in a 
country, we must stand up and say that is unacceptable for that 
country. 

If we see that there is anti-Semitic direction of a group, we must 
say that is unacceptable. That is not there. And I really believe the 
time is now. 

Mr. Meadows. All right, Mr. Cukierman, how do we balance the 
line between free speech and truly standing up for hatred? It is a 
little known fact, I was born in France, actually, but I have been 
where there has been a number of demonstration, pro-Palestinian 
demonstrations in Paris and so how do we allow for this free 
speech, but yet not the results that may come from it? 

Mr. Cukierman. You have the example of pedophilia. The pro- 
viders of Internet were able to fight against pedophilia very effi- 
ciently. Why don’t they do the same for racism and anti-Semitism? 
Why don’t they do the same against jihad? If they were able to do 
it for pedophilia, they should be able to do it because it is ex- 
tremely important because today, this is the main school of edu- 
cation to the jihad. 

Mr. Meadows. All right, so let me ask you maybe a little tougher 
question that you can weigh in on. The United States gives mil- 
lions of dollars in foreign aid to a number of countries, most coun- 
tries in some shape, form, or fashion. If incitement, and that is 
what I am hearing you talk about, really, it is more about incite- 
ment against the Jewish people. If incitement continues to be epi- 
demic, should there be some tie to that foreign aid where we can 
get the attention? I will let you weigh in. 

Mr. Cukierman. I would not interfere into American policy, but 
what I noticed, for instance, is that the imams in France are usu- 
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ally paid by foreign countries. Among these foreign countries there 
are some countries who are financing Salafism. 

Mr. Meadows. Right. 

Mr. CUKIERMAN. Other countries are financing Muslim Brother- 
hood. Maybe America could put pressure on those countries which 
are friendly to the U.S. and see to it that they restrain their activ- 
ity on fanaticism. 

Mr. Meadows. Mr. Asmussen? 

Mr. Asmussen. When it comes to protecting Jewish minorities, I 
believe that the U.S. Government can also put political pressure on 
countries that are not taking these threats seriously. There are 
countries that take these threats very seriously and protects the 
Jewish minorities. There are countries that don’t. And the political 
pressure from the outside from the United States, I believe, is very 
crucial. 

There is some pressure by the World Jewish Congress, you men- 
tioned Rabbi Andrew Baker, OSCE, and Ira Forman, but the U.S. 
Government can step up this political pressure. 

Mr. Meadows. All right, thank you very much. I am going to 
close with this one story and then yield to the gentleman from Min- 
nesota, Mr. Emmer. 

I want to encourage each one of you. Ambassador Lauder, you 
talked about how the narrative during the Gaza conflict was one- 
sided. It was infuriating to me to see headline after headline after 
headline to be — and yet, I had on my phone an app that is called 
Red Alert. Many of you may have that on your phone and I got it. 
I was talking to the Ambassador one day, long before the conflict 
and it had gone on 42 times, I believe. This was at 11 o’clock in 
the morning. It was not being mentioned anywhere, no headlines, 
no nothing. And I asked the Ambassador, I said, “What is that?” 
And he said, “Well, it is an app that I have on my phone that is 
called Red Alert.” I said, “Boy, I would love to have that, it would 
at least let me know when the missiles are coming in.” He said, 
“Well, you can have it. The only problem is, it is in Hebrew.” 

Well, Hebrew is not a normal language in North Carolina and so 
we actually went to that. And had it translated and so it is on a 
number of Members’ phones, a number of people I — I know there 
has been well over 1 million downloads. And so I would encourage 
you as something to be a reminder. Because even as recent as Jan- 
uary, there were missiles going into Israel and it is important that 
we do that. And so I thank you because we have got to change the 
narrative. Ambassador. 

I am going to recognize the gentleman from Minnesota, Mr. 
Emmer. 

Mr. Emmer. Thank you, Mr. Chair. A couple of questions. I will 
try not to cover old ground. The first one and I think what I will 
do is start with Mr. Cukierman. 

Can you outline for me, briefly, what measures the Jewish com- 
munities in France are taking for their physical safety right now? 
We have heard testimony and I am aware that there are some re- 
sources that have been deployed, but what are the communities 
themselves doing to protect themselves? 

Mr. Cukierman. We are first of all an organization which the 
volunteers are protecting the Jewish places, the synagogues and 
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Jewish schools mainly. But this has heen strongly reinforced re- 
cently by the government because our protectors are not armed. 
They are just checking that the people who went to Jewish places 
are not suspicious. But this is the main thing and we also tried to 
have organizations which it is not easy to enter. We have videos. 
It is defense. It is not efficient. 

I must say that we are very satisfied of the attitude of the 
French Government in the recent events. I am not generally put- 
ting compliments to the French Government. I have frequently 
criticized from my past reactions. But in these difficult periods, 
they have been exemplary. The Prime Minister has said very 
strong words like anti-Zionist is anti-Semitism and the President 
said that it is not the Jews who should leave, but it is the anti- 
Semites. 

And the day which followed the January event, we had imme- 
diately the Army who joined the police to protect Jewish places. So 
we don’t have to complain about protection. The legislation is a 
prominent in terms of fighting against anti-Semitism. For instance. 
Holocaust denial is a crime in France which is not the case in other 
countries. So the laws are satisfactory. The main problem would be 
education because today in public schools Jews are not going any 
more because the atmosphere has become so much anti-Semitic 
that people prefer to pay and go to private schools, either Jewish 
schools or Christian schools, rather than public schools. 

Mr. Emmer. Yes, but then the problem is not being addressed ap- 
parently in the public schools or is it? 

Mr. CUKIERMAN. Nothing has been done in terms of education in 
public schools in the last 30 years and there we are terribly back- 
wards. 

Mr. Emmer. Mr. Asmussen, same question. What are the Jewish 
communities doing in Denmark since the incidents to protect them- 
selves? 

Mr. Asmussen. Basically after the attacks in Toulouse and Brus- 
sels, Brussels was last summer, we contacted the Danish Ministry 
of Justice in order for them to improve security around Jewish in- 
stitutions. Nothing happened. There is security. There are 
roundings in police cars and we have as in France, our voluntary 
security guards within the community. But we asked for armed po- 
lice in front of the synagogue during services, in front of the Jewish 
school when the kids are there. We didn’t get it. We didn’t get it 
because it was not on the menu in Denmark. Denmark is a small, 
peaceful country. You don’t have policemen on the street wearing 
guns. Now we do. 

As in France, it takes people getting killed before they get the 
message. But what we see now, I believe in France and in Den- 
mark might not be the long-term solution and basically it is too 
much right now. I have a school of 200 pupils with eight policemen 
with machine guns. It is too much. But I need a long-term solution 
on that issue with the government. I don’t have it at this point. 

So now I say what can I do? I tell you what the government can 
do. But we are trying to put pressure on the government. And in 
the long run, of course, we can participate in education, learning 
about Judaism, of course. We can intensify our activities within the 
interfaith, with Christians, Muslim, interfaith activities as we do. 
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But somehow it seems that all those interfaith activities seems to 
he together with the people with the politically correct minds, not 
the people doing all the anti-Semitic activities. 

Mr. Emmer. We have a bit of that in this country as well. 

Mr. Lauder, and thank you for that. In Minnesota, the chairman 
referenced the accent. We have a phrase, I don’t know that I want 
to open this can of worms, but I think I am going to. We are talk- 
ing about what the Congress might help with, what this country 
might help with, what we could do. What about the organization 
known as the United Nations? 

Ambassador Lauder. It is a joke. 

Mr. Emmer. I am going to open that can of worms. If you could 
just give an idea. Is the United Nations a lost cause when it comes 
to this? Is there something that can be done through that organiza- 
tion? 

Ambassador Lauder. Of the 25 recent cases of attacks on what 
should be done in religion, 23 were against Israel. The United Na- 
tions is perhaps one of the most anti-Israel, anti-Jewish organiza- 
tions there. 

Mr. Emmer. Can I ask a question that is very direct? The re- 
sponse or lack thereof by the United Nations, does that also fuel 
in your opinion of an increase in anti-Semitism? 

Ambassador Lauder. Everything fuels it. The real question is if 
you have a case where one country, if Canada attacked Minnesota 
with 4,000 rockets and you responded and all of a sudden they took 
Minnesota to the International Criminal Court for what you did to 
protect yourself, how would you feel? And the International Crimi- 
nal Court, I believe, has something to do with the United Nations. 
That is a symbol of what is happening. 

And we spoke before about UNRWA and the fact that Palestin- 
ians are still receiving refugee status where the 800,000 people 
who left the Middle East and came to Israel and things like that, 
don’t get refugee status. It is a dual standard that goes on and on. 
It is something that I know that the committee knows very, very 
well. The real aspect is this is something that has been anti-Semi- 
tism since almost right after Abraham. It is something that we 
have seen all the time. 

What has happened recently is that anti-Semitism has started to 
kill people, has started to become radicalization and it is one group 
of people who are doing it and the world is turning its back on it 
and not really necessarily going after it. 

Mr. Emmer. And I will be done, Mr. Chair, but I think you made 
the point and it was an artful answer. When everyone 

Ambassador Lauder. It was a diplomatic answer. 

Mr. Emmer. Very diplomatic answer and I do appreciate it and 
respect it. But if our institutions that are there, I mean we are 
talking about the media on one hand and there is an issue with 
education in sensitivity and awareness. But when the very institu- 
tions that are created to promote peace and to try and help resolve 
conflict, actually don’t do that. In fact, by their actions, some could 
interpret it as fueling the conflict. It is not very helpful and I don’t 
know if that is the case, but that is what I was asking. 

Ambassador Lauder. That is the case. 

Mr. Emmer. Thank you. 
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Mr. Meadows. I thank the gentlemen. I thank each of you for 
your testimony here today. Chairman Smith actually is monitoring 
this, his staff is monitoring it. He has been having a few health 
issues. We will support and actually give some questions for each 
one of you that you can respond in writing for the record. I would 
also ask each of you if you have two recommendations on what you 
would like to see the United States to do, if you would just submit 
that to the committee, we will make sure that that gets passed 
around and we will take action on that. 

And so I want to close out by saying there are many times when 
this battle may seem like we are losing the battle and indeed many 
battles have been lost. But ultimately, the victory in the war will 
be ours if we continue to fight arm in arm and stand arm in arm 
together. I for one, and I know a number of my colleagues are will- 
ing to do that so thank you for your testimony. Thank you for being 
here. God bless. This is adjourned. 

[Whereupon, at 4:23 p.m., the subcommittee was adjourned.] 
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Eliot Engel, Ranking Member, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Opening Statement for Subcommittee on Africa, Global Human Rights, Global Health and 
International Organizations hearing "After Paris and Copenhagen: Responding to the Rising 

Tide of Anti-Semitism” 

March 24, 2015 

I want to thank the Chairman and Ranking Member for holding this important hearing. 

Let me also thank the witnesses for joining us today. If s no secret that anti-Semitism is 
once again rearing its ugly head all over the world, particularly in Europe. We look forward to 
your views on the situations in France, in Denmark, and on the continent as a whole. I also want 
to express my deepest condolences to your communities for the tragedies they have suffered. 

As the Ranking Member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee and the Chainnan of 
the International Council of Jewish Parliamentarians, I am doing everything in my power to fight 
anti-Semitism worldwide. And the United States and governments around the world need to 
meet this challenge with a strong and united front. 

This current wave of anti-Semitism is being dressed up as opposition to the policies of 
Israel — the only reliable democracy in the Middle East. But what does Idlling Jews in a kosher 
grocery store or their places of worship have anything to do with Israel? 

The answer, of course, is “nothing.” Anti-Semitism has been around much longer than 
the state of Israel and anti-Semites simply use Israeli policy tojustify their hatred. 

Just a few months ago the Anti-Defamation League released the results of a survey on 
global anti-Semitic attitudes. It found that more than one-quarter of those surveyed, 26 percent, 
harbor anti-Semitic attitudes. That statistic represents more than a billion adults around the 
world. 


Only 54 percent of those polled globally have ever heard of the Holocaust. Two out of 
three people surveyed have either never heard of the Holocaust, or do not believe historical 
accounts are accurate. These are troubling and dangerous findings. 

Anti-Semitism has also found its way back in to European politics, and often times, these 
parties affect Jews and other minorities. The Jobbik Party in Hungary openly uses Nazi style 
rhetoric, ideology, and anti-Semitism to push its right-wing nationalistic agenda of hatred. 
Greece’s Golden Dawn Party, which is more like a criminal outlet than a political party, has been 
accused by both the Greek public and Greek leadership of using anti-Semitism as part of its anti- 
immigrant fervor. And just last year, the Danish government passed legislation that effectively 
banned kosher and halal slaughter practices. While perhaps not intended to be malicious, it is 
nonetheless an assault on the religious freedom of both Jewish and Muslim communities. 

But even as we mourn the dead and confront those responsible for these bigoted and 
heinous crimes, we draw inspiration from the displays of courage and solidarity on the streets 
across Europe, and around the world. While the attackers in Paris were still at large, Parisians 
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took to the streets in massive and peaceful vigils. They sent a clear message to the world that 
freedom and justice will not be cowed by violence and terror. In Denmark, hundreds of 
Muslims, Jews, and Christians formed a human ring outside the synagogue in Copenhagen as a 
sign of unity that everyone should be able to practice their religion freely and safely. 

These are difficult times. And they require our unwavering vigilance and compassion. 
We must continue to work hard and work together to battle anti-Semitism. Thank you again Mr. 
Chairman and Mr. Ranking Member for holding this important hearing, and thank you again to 
our witnesses for joining us today. 
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TESTIMONY OF 
M. ZUHDI JASSER, M.D. 

PRESIDENT, AMERICAN ISLAMIC FORUM FOR DEMOCRACY 
February 27, 2013 

U.S. House of ReprcseiRatives, Committee on Foreign Affairs, Subcoinniiftec on Africa, Global Health, 
Global Human Rights, and Iiiteriiatioiial Organizations 

“Anti-Semitism: A Growing Threat to All Faiths” 

Thank 3^011 Chairman C'liristopher Smith and Ranking Member Karen Bass, and distinguished members of 
the committee, for seeking my testimony. I must first exi^ress my gratitude to the committee for taking the 
time to focus on the issue of anti-Semitism and its important role as a ‘canary in the coal mine’, if you will, 
for the threat against all people and all faiths. 

My naine is Or. M /utidi Jasser and 1 am the president and founder of the American Islamic Forum for 
nemocracy. Our organization’s mission is the advancement of our Constitution’s principles of treedom and 
liberty through the separation of mosque and state. As a Muslim organization we are particularly focused 
upon the need to generate a consensus of reform against the ideas of political Islam and the Islamic state vis- 
a-vis the promotion of the ideas of liberty and pluialisin. 

On behalf of our organization 1 have written and testified repeatedly in these halls about the threat of Islamist 
extremism and the need for our society to identify, understand, dtssect, counter and then defend against the 
ideology that tlireatens us. Different from many “politically correct” approaches to this issue I tiave not found 
the nebulous and generic concept of “violent extremism” particularly helpfiil in developing targeted solutions 
against this domestic and global tlu eat. Programs that only counter violence address the mwis of those who 
threaten us while wholly ignoring the ideology or the ends w'hich their movements seek, The common 
ideological thread which runs through the security threat that comes from Islamist extremism is the iniierent 
supi-eniacism of Islamism or political Islam. Thus, violent extremism is but one threatening symptom or 
manifestation tliat comes out of the kslainist ideology that threatens western democracie.s and citizenry under 
its sway. 

The Link between Autt->Seinttisrn and l.slami'.sm 

Anti-Semitism should not be viewed as just another “radical” symptom that arises from the supremacist 
mentality of Islamism, It is far more than that. If we can develop the understanding and national conviction 
to directly confront the anti-Semitism of global Islamist movements, we will therein hold the key to 
unraveling the veiy fabric and platform through which Islamist leaders spread their ideas. The Helsinki 
Commission and tiie members of your committee have a rich history' of being fearless in seeking to shed the 
anti-septic of the light of day upon anti-Semitism in Europe and the West wherever it exists in order to 
preserve the essence of our democracies and prevent us from abandoning the central premise of the equality 
of all under Cfod, blind to faith or no faith. The need to do the same with anli-Semilistn that arises and 
metastasizes from the propaganda of Islamist movements around Uie world has never been greater than it is 
today. 

The link bet’iveen Islamism and anti-Semitism is rather simple. It is self-evident that supremacists from 
within a particular faith conmiiinit)’ will create and exploit hatred toward.s another faith coinmunily in order 
to collectively rally their ow'n followers against a common enemy. Islamists utilize anti-Semitic imagery, 
profiling and demonization of .lews as a tool for iheir own ascension into power among Muslim majoiily 
communities and nations, or in Arabic, the '‘Unimah“. Islainists often exploit both the Muslim Unnnah and 
the Jewish minority in order to create a grouptbink against the “other”. Tlie demonization of Jews by 


'I'estimotiy of M. Zuhcli Jasser, MD, U.S. House of Reprcscntaiivcs Committee on Foreign Aftliirs SuboomniiUee on Africa, Global 
I lealtli, Ginbal Human Rights, and Internationa] Organizatfons. “Anti-SemKisin: A Growng Threat to All Faiths” 
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Islamists is a ke^' signal to all of us not only because of its imminent threat to all .Tews across Lhe world from 
Islamists who may become violent or oppressive, but also because beneath that hatred lies a more global 
siipremacism that treats all minorities from within the faith and outside the same as obstacle.s to their own 
ascension. These theo-fascists use the denionization of minorities as populist tools to rally populations to 
their fascism. 

Understanding this inextricable link between tlie denionization of Jews or anti-Semitism and the 
advaiicemetil of Islamist movements is essential to how our nation approaches finding the keys that will 
unlock and unravel the threat of Tslamism domestically and abroad. 

While addressing '‘violent extremism" lias given many a pass in dealing with Lhe faith-based component of 
the societal and political threat of Islamisin, llie spread of aiili-Seniitism by Islamists does not. It is the 
Jewish faith group that is being attacked and demonized and I, as a devout American Muslim, have dedicated 
my life to countering the Islamist demagogues and their ideas from within our faith commutiity tliat target 
Jew'S. Those ideas could never be targeted without acknowledging tiie role of political Islam and the Islamic 
state ascendancy in creating a fertile soil for anti-Semitism, It is in defense of our Constitution, Lhe Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and in my o\w enlightened self-interest as a Muslim that I sit before you and 
pray that you join iis in understanding llie need to develop a national strategy against Islamisin in ordei' to 
begin to eliminate anti-Semitism across the globe. 

The Arab Awakening: Islanii.siii to fill the vacuum, anli-Seiiiilisni led lhe W'ay 

Europe and the West are being directly impacted by the events of the last two years during the Arab 
Awakening. With Lite tumult in Libya, Egypt, Tunisia, Yemen, Bahrain and Syria, the ascent of Islamist 
movements has not brought a real spring but rather the' empowerment of new autocrats who wield Islamist 
lliOLight, To many, the Islamist movements are simply dictators on theocratic steroids. With vast global 
comiections in Arabic social and ttaditional media, Muslim populations in Eiuope and the United States are 
being impacted by a great deal of the propaganda coming out of tliese regions now with unleashed Islamist 
movements. 

The new-found avenues of public discourse (Facebook, Twitter and YouTube) and attempts at media 
freedom are long overdue for tlie region whicit has been crushed by generations of unforgiving dictatorship. 
However, wliether they are truly moving tow'ards more tiansparent societies w'ith actual checks and balances 
of a genuinely fiee media remains to be seen. The reality on the gi-ound is that media and thought has been 
doniinaled for tjuiie some lime by extraordinarily wealthy Islamist media arms like, A1 Jazeeva Media Group 
(funded by the Emir and government of Qatar), the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (and its royal family) and the 
Iranian govenmienl (Khomeinisis) to name just a few of the wealthy benefactors of Islamist movements. Li 
fact, lecent reports are that in Egypt, for example, while the revolution was driven by greater grass roots 
social media freedoms, the Muslim Brotherhood now in power is buckling down on free speech m ways that 
are even worse than they were under Mubarak. Arrests for blasphemy and criticism of the President are 
dwarfing what they were in the previous years. Ileba Morayef of Human Rights Watch in Egypt stated, "The 
repression used to be wore limited and strategic, iiom’, the scaiy thing is ihcit it ’s all over the place. 

To many of us, the anti-Semitism of tlie Muslim Brotherhood’s Islamist ideology was long a liaibingcr of 
what to expect if Islamists ever came to power. Their aiUi-frccdom, nco-thcocratic methods are part and 
parcel of the same supremacist ideology. Interestingly, Islamist gj'oups in the West, those created in the late 
20'*’ centuiy as Muslim Brotherhood legacy groups have not demonstrably utilized the oppoi tunity of the 
Arab Awakening to push forth reforms against nco-thcocratic institutions and ideologies. Instead, they arc 


^Cambanrls, Thannasis. Eevuti' free-speech backlash : What can you say in an Islamist democracy? A new conflict that could revfirhfiratR across tha 
Muslim world J^e_Boston Globe. February 10, 2013. 
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being told by European and American Islaiiiisl demagogues like Tatiq Ramadan^ to ‘learn from the 
Egyptians’ about liow to fight back against tlicir own govcrnincnls. Ramadan, the gratidson of Hassan Al- 
Banna founder of the Muslim Brotlierhood, told tliousands at the antmal Reviving the Islamic Spihi 
conference in Toronto December 2012 tiial they should lake a lesson from Egypt, “ami he courageous 
enough to say “7to ” when there are iujiisiices... done to the h4uslhus in ihe jails, inuoceni people suspecled of 
being cotmected to so called terrorist oiganizatiofis.”^ Thus, contrary to genuine anti-Islamist Muslim 
reforjners in Muslim communities, Islamists and their sj'mpathizcrs in tlic West obsessively focus upon 
blaming the West, or “the other”, for the “Mirslim condition” and constantly pit Muslim communities in the 
West against “non-Muslim” govcjiimcnts. This is a natural setjud to the history of indoclrination witti the 
divisive mantra of anti-Semitism and its conspiracy laden philosophies, 

Yet, sadly ^’irtuall)' nothing is said to Muslim audiences in the West by Muslim leaders especially of Islamist 
legacy groups about the central need to combat the institutional ideas of anti-Semitism. Some have even 
featured anti-Semitic speakers at tlicir national conventions.'* 

The challenge before the \vorld could not be clearer — into the d^yss left by ruthless dictators is a widening 
front in the battle for the soul of Islam: Will Muslim niajori^' societies and Muslim leaders around the world 
heed the call of the Arab spring for the rights of tlic individual? Will they defend the rights of the minority 
over the collective, over the tribe, over the clerical oligarchs? Oi will they just trade one autocracy for 
another? And will tlic U.S. and the West stand on the principles we were founded upon? 

New ideas to the region like individual liberty and the separation of mosque and state are not turned on like a 
light switch. They are nurtured in a soil that has been tilled for critical thinking. Middle Eastern soil today is 
far from that. What see today is more of the past battles between the evils of secular Arab fascism and 
theocratic fascism. In the information war between them, the liberals and secular democrats have been 
absent. Meanwhile, the fascists lie in wait for openings like a controversial film or cartoons that exploit the 
imagined tlircat or conspiracy of American imperialism in order to legitimize their own ascendancy. That is 
the demagogic role that anti-Semitism takes on too easily in the vacuum of the departure of secular Arab 
fascists. We have for too long left untended the war of ideas for libcity and individual rights witliin Muslim 
majority nations and comnumities, especially those now undergoing upheavals screaming for help of liberals. 
We have refused to take sides withijt the llico-political debates going on inside tlic Muslim communities at 
the expense of so many minority victims of Islamists, like the Jewish community, in the face of rampant and 
endemic anti-Semitism. This is to olu* owi peril. 

The importance of the role of anti-Semitism liere cannot be overstated. Doth in Tunisia and in Egypt the 
Islamist parties received only a plurality of the vote in the first balloting, but due to fractionalization and 
division, the secularists and non-Islamists were never able to rally around any unifying idea tliat could have 
marginalized the Islamists, In fact, anti-Semitism was long a tool utilized by Islamists in order to invoke 
common sympathy from secular nationalists, wiio also developed a liafrcd for Jews, in order to avoid national 
introspection. 

Follow the numbers: first niitl-Sejnitisin then Islainisin^s fascism 

Even tliough in Egjqjt, the Islamists carried only 25 percent support among the population and the more 
extreme salafists carried 15-20 percent, Pew revealed that “Aiiti-Jc\\dsh sentiment” is endemic in the Muslim 
world. "In Lebanon, for example, all Muslims and 99% of Christians say they have a ve^y unfavorable view 
of Jeu’s. Similarly, 99% of Jordanians have a very’ im/avoiable v/ew of Jews. Large majoriiies of Moroccans, 


^Fourcst. Caroline, Brother Tariq: The Doublespeak of Tariq Itamadcm. Encounter Doohs. London. 2008 

^ Ramadan, Tariq, In She a bsence of the Ca'iph: Muslims fn Pluralistic Societies.. Video of speech on Halaltube. (accessed February 25, 2013). 

^ Mainstream Islamist coiwen lioii foalu tcs lijlc stjccdi mid Hijb3llal> defense’. Invustisative Project on Terrorism. JulyS, 2009 
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Sfatemeiil by the Aiiti-Dcfamation League 

to the Subcommittee on Africa, Giobal Health, Global Human Rights, ami Iiiteruatioual 
Organizations Hearing: 

After Paris and Copenhagen; Responding to the Rising Tide of Anti-Semitism 
March 24 , 2015 

We commend Chairman Smith, Ranking Member Bass, and the Members of the House Foreign 
Affairs Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, Global Hmnan Rights, and International 
Orgaiii/ations for liolding today’s hearing on global anti-Semitism. 

Today’s hearing is entitled “After Paris and Copenhagen: Responding to the Rising 'fide of Anti- 
Semitism.” We must remember, however, that before Paris and Copcnliagcn, tliere were the 
terror attacks by Islamie extremists in May 2014 at the Jewish Museum of Bru-ssels andattlie 
Jewish school in Toulouse in March 2012. 

The alarms have been ringing loudly for years. Terror attacks against Jewish targets grab the 
headlines, but insecurity in Jewish communities has been at high levels for years, 

A 20 1. I survey of European Jewish communities by the European Union’s Fundamental Rights 
Agency revealed tremendous insecurit)'. Almost half of the respondents worried about beitrg 
insulted or harassed in public for being Jewish, and atliird worried about becoming the victim of 
a physical assault because tiiey were Jewish. 'Tiuee quarters responded that anti-Semiti.sm had 
increased over the past five year's. And that was before Paris, Copenhagen, and Brussels. 

Several factors affect the corrfidence level of Jews to live openly and fi-eely as Jews, and tho,se 
factors differ in emphasis in different conununities. 'fire Jewish conununities in France and 
Hungary are bolh under significant tlireat, for instance, but the tlu-eals themselves differ 
significantly. These differ from, for example. South Africa or Argentina. 

The main factors I'elating to auti-Seirritism are: (1) (he degree of anti-Semitic attitirdes held by 
the general population; (2) the ntimber and nature of anti-Semitic incidents; (3) anti-Semili.sm in 
polities and media; and (4) the reaction of govermnents and civil society to those incidents. 

What is Anti-Semitism? 

Anti-Semitism is a form of hatred, mistrust, aird contempt for Jews based on a variety of 
stereotypes and mytlis, aird often invokes the belie T llial .Tews have extraordinary influence with 
wliicli they conspire to harm or control society. It can target Jews as individuals, as a group or a 
people, or tl can largcl Israel as a Jcwisli entity. Criticism of Israel or Zionism is anti-Semitic 
when it use.s anti-Jewish stereotypes or iirvokes anti-Semitic symbols and images, or holds Jews 
collectively responsible for actions of the State of Israel. Appended to this statement i s a brief 
description of anti-Semitism and the manifestations we are seeing today. Appendix I of this 
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statement notes the key themes of contemporary anti-Semitism, and Appendix II outlines select 
incidents that exemplify some of the trends discussed below. 

Attitudes 

In May 2014, the Anti-Defamation League (“ADL”) released an unprecedented worldwide 
survey of anti-Semitic attitudes (globall00.adl.org). The ADL Global 100: An Index ofAiili- 
SemiUsm surveyed 53,100 adults in 102 countries and territories in an effort to establisli, for the 
fu'st time, a comprehensive data-based research sinvey of the level and intensity of anti-Jewish 
sentiment across the world. 

The survey found that anti-Semitic attitudes are pei'sistent and pervasive around the world. More 
than one in four adults, 26% of those surveyed, are deeply infected with anti-Semitic attitudes. 
This figure repre.sen(s an estimated 1 .09 billion people around the world. 

The overall ADL Global 100 Index score represents the percentage of respondents who answered 
“probably true” to six or more of 1 1 negative stereofypes about Jews. 

The highest concentration of respondents holding anti-Semitic attitudes was found in Middle 
East and Nortli African countries (“MENA”), where nearly three-iiuavlers of respondents, 74 % 
of those polled, agreed with a majority of the anti-Semitic .stereotypes that comprise the 11- 
quesfion index. Non-MENA countries have an average index score of 23%. 

Outside MHNA, the index scores by region were as follows: 

• Eastern Europe: 34% 

• Western Europe: 24% 

• Sub-Saharan Africa: 23% 

• Asia: 22% 

• The Americas: 19% 

• Oceania: 14% 

The 1 8 countr'ies/eritities surveyed in MENA demonstrated a high level of anti-Semitic 
sentiment, and an overwhelming acceptance of anti-Semitic conspiracy theories. The West Bank 
and Gaza Strip (98%) and Iraq (92%) had the highest index scores. Iran, interestingly, had the 
lowest in the region at .56%, Of tire 1 02 countries/entities we surveyed, the 1 6 with the highest 
Index scores are all from MENA. Also troubling is that only 38% in MENA have heard about the 
Holocaust, compared to 94% in Western Eiu’opc and 24% in Sub-Saharan Africa. Of those who 
have heard abotrt the Holocatrst, in MENA, only 8% believe it ha.s been accurately descr ibed by 
history, making it the lowest scoring region. 

Another' interesting anomaly in MENA concerns education. In much of the world, the more 
educated a person is, the less likely they are to harbor anti-Semitic views. In MENA, the more 
educated people are, the more likely they are to hold anti-Semitic views. 

It is important to note that regional tends to be a stronger tactor than religion in determining anti- 
Semitic attitudes. For example, lire average Index score for MENA is 74%. Muslims overall 
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have the higliest average Index score, 49%, of all religions tested, but they vary significantly 
among regions: 75% in MF.NA, 37% in Asia, and 29% in Western Europe. Clnistians in MENA 
have higher average Index scores than those in other regions of the world: 64% in MENA, 
compared to 35% in Eastern Europe and 25% in Western Europe. 

Among the lowest scoi'es of those surveyed are Laos (0.2%) and the Philippines (3%). 
Interestingly, levels of anti-Semitic attitudes are particularly low in English-speaking eountries, 
with only 13% of people living in English-speaking countries harboring anIi-Seinilic attilnde.s, 
half the worldwide average. 

Several European Union (“EU”) slates were among the lowest scorers in the world. Sweden 
(4%), the Netherlands (5%), and the United Kingdom (8%) all scored better than the United 
States (9%), and Denmark tied. 

Other EU .states had disappointing scores: France (37%), Hungary (41%i), Bulgaria (44%), 
Poland (45%), and Greece with an astounding 69%, making it the worst-scoring country in the 
world outside tire Middle East and North Africa. 

In Latin America, Spanish speaking countries had an average index score of 31%, compared to 
19% of all Ihe Americas, Of all countries in the Americas, Panama had Ihe higliest score, 52%, 
and ranked 24"' in the entire survey. Brazil had the lowest score in Lathi America, 16%, and 
Argentina and Mexico tied at 24%.. 

Incidents 

There is a massive data deficit on aiUi-Semitic incidents, because the majority of counlries do not 
monitor, document, and publicize anti-Semitic hate crimes as a separate category in police 
records. 

Only nine of ihe 28 F,U member states published data on anti-Semitic crimes: Austria, Czech 
Republic, France, Germany, Ireland, Poland, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. 

Compounding the problem i.s massive under-reporting of incidents by the victims themselves. 
The EU survey showed 76% of victims of anti-Semitic harassment did not report the incident to 
police or to a Jewish organization. Even more startling, 64% of victims of pliysical violence did 
not go to the police or to a .Tewish organization. 

The data wc do have from France and the United Kingdom (“UK”) indicate severe problems 
witii anli-Semilic violence, especially compared to tlie United Slates, 

Wliiie vandalism and harassment discourage communities, physical violence is of utmost 
concern. Comparing tire numbers of violent anti-Semitic incidents for 2008-2014 in tlie UK, 
France and the United States (“U.S.”) demonstrates how' different the experience of American 
Jews is from the experiences of British and French Jews. 

in France, per 1 00,000 Jews, there were 1 5 assaults per year over that seven year' period, in the 
UK, there were 31 assaults per 100,000 Jews per year. In the US, ADL’s annual Audit of Antl- 
Semilie Incidents reported an annual average ofjusl 0.4 assaults per 100,000 Jews. 

For the complete version of this documeni, please access Support Document #2 at 3 
littp://docs.lmuse.gov/Committee/Ca1endar/ByHvent.aspx?EventlD=103237 
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